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Attendee questions from the webinar “AICP Exam Demystified for Testers”. The questions 

are separated into the following categories:  

- Content Outline 

- Prometric Exam Testing 

- Exam Scores 

- Exam Study Materials  

- AICP Application Questions 

- AICP Prep Product 3.0  

 

Content Outline Questions  

 
Q: Can you go into more detail about the difference between the December 2016 and May 

2017 content outlines?  

 

A. The exam is still 170 multiple choice questions (20 of which are pre-test and do not count 

toward the final score). The updated exam places a greater emphasis on emerging trends 
and current practices and on the AICP Code of Ethics. 

The number of content sections has been reduced to 5 (from 7) and the subcategories 

within these sections have been reduced to 42 (from 64). The percentage weight of the 

sections was adjusted, the most significant one being ethics which was increased from 5 

percent to 10 percent. 

 

Q: What is the best way to prepare for the NEW sections/questions of the exam?  

 

A. Reviewing the new content outline and selected reading list is a great way to begin 

mapping your study plan. 

 

Q: What should we focus on studying?   

 

A. The best place to start is the with the 5-Step approach outlined on the APA webpage 

“Pass the AICP Certification Exam.”  The updated Exam Content Outline and reading list are 

posted on the APA website and can help guide your preparation plan. The outline includes 

an enhanced introduction that provides broader context about the exam and additional 

detail on each of the five section topics, designed to provide more clarity about what you 

will be tested on and to help you successfully prepare for the exam. Additional 

recommendations on preparing for the AICP Certification Exam are available on the APA 

website. 

 

Q: Is the crosswalk available free online?  

 

A. The crosswalk is only available to users of the AICP Exam Prep 3.0 product to avoid 

confusion about which outline examinees should review. 

 

Q: How does the update reflect what planners do today? 

 

A:  The foundation for the exam is the APA Jobs Analysis survey that was sent to all 

members last Spring.  The Job Analysis survey asked planners to identify what they do in 

their job, how often they perform that task (i.e., daily, weekly, monthly, etc.) and what 

knowledge is needed to complete the task.  Further, all exam questions are written by 

practicing planners and planning academics in both the public and private sectors and from 

all over the country. 

https://planning.org/certification/examprep/subjectmatter.htm
https://planning.org/certification/examprep/selectedreading.htm
https://www.planning.org/certification/examprep/subjectmatter.htm
https://www.planning.org/certification/examprep/selectedreading.htm
https://www.planning.org/
https://www.planning.org/certification/examprep/
https://www.planning.org/certification/examprep/
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Q: What are the 5 domains? Or where can we find them?  

 

A. The new content outline can be found here. 

 

Prometric Exam Testing Questions 
 

Q: Has the example Prometric exam been updated for 2017?  

 

A. Here is a current link to the Prometric exam tutorial. The tutorial’s purpose is to provide 

an example of the software used at Prometric testing centers, the questions are not 

reflective of the AICP exam and therefore this version remains relevant. 

 

Q: Will there be state-specific questions?  

 

A:  The exam has been designed to be relevant to planners practicing in the United States 

today.  We do not ask questions that are specific to only one region or one state unless 

there is significance on a national level. For example, we do not ask questions about CEQA 

(the California Environmental Quality Act) as it has relevance only in California.  

 

Q: Are any of the new questions included in the 150 questions that "count" in the May 2017 

exam? Or are all the new questions in the test mode?  

 

A. The 20 newest questions out of 170 will not count towards the examinee’s score.  Each 

question much be “pre-tested” before it can be officially scored. 

 

Q: Is there an essay section to the exam?  

 

A. No. The exam consists of 170 multiple choice questions. 

 

Q: What is the process for testing accommodations?  

 

A. Email us at AICPexam@planning.org for questions about testing accommodations.  

 

Q: When taking the exam, do you see one question at a time and can't go back, or see 

them all at once?  

 

A. Examinees see one question at a time but questions can be marked for viewing later. The 

exam will prompt the examinee at the end if any questions are left unanswered. It is best to 

answer all questions. 

 

Q: What types of resource materials, if any, are allowed to be used during the exam?  

 

A. No materials are allowed in the room per Prometric’s testing policies, this includes 

phones, jackets, paper, wallets, etc. They do provide a secure locker for your items. 

Examinees are provided with a blank scratch paper and pencil. 

 

Q: How much time does the average test taker use when taking the exam?  

 

A. Examinees are allowed 3.5 hours to take the exam, including a short tutorial and post-

exam survey. Most examinees use the full time allotted. 

 

https://planning.org/certification/examprep/subjectmatter.htm
https://www.prometric.com/en-us/clients/AICP/assets/AICP_Tutorial/index.htm
mailto:AICPexam@planning.org


 

AICP EXAM PREP | EXAM OVERVIEW 

Q: Upon approval of the exam, is there a printed package sent to testers? The info on APA 

website does not have PDF downloadable files?  

 

A. Approved applicants receive an email with next steps to register for the exam. Applicants 

that register receive an additional email with instructions to schedule the appointment. 

Learn more about the application process here. 

 

Q: Some sample questions ask memorization style questions such as authors of a book, 

court cases, and dates, should we continue to expect these types of questions?  

 

A:  The exam has been updated to focus on the experience of planning and the knowledge 

planners need to do their job today.  Having said that, there are important planning 

acts/movements/court cases and authors that transcend time and are foundational to the 

planning profession.  Consequently, you may find some of these so-called “rote 

memorization” questions on the updated exam. 

 

Q: Some of the practice questions have seen asked about population growth trends in 

certain cities. Have those types of questions been removed or not?  

 

A:  The updated exam has questions based on the 2010 Census but with more of a focus on 

overall trends than specific growth rates of individual cities. 

 

Exam Scores 
 

Q: Why is a new passing rate needed for the updated exam? 

 

A. The pass-fail standards are based on the difficulty of each specific question. Since the 

updated exam consists of a new combination of questions on each form, new pass-fail 

standards are needed. 

 

Q: Will I receive an initial pass/fail notification on exam day?  

 

A. No. For the May 2017 exam, examinees will not receive a score report. 

 

Q: Why can’t the new passing rate be established prior to rolling this out? Why do I have to 

wait up to 6 weeks to learn if I pass?  

 

A. The delay is due to the process of establishing the pass-fail standards involves statistical 

analysis of the performance of examinees on the first administration of the exam. For a full 

description of the process see below: 

What is the process used to determine the pass rate? 

1. Each member of a task force of planning experts examine each test question and 

make a preliminary assessment of what the minimally qualified candidate should and 

should not answer correctly.  

2. Task force members take the exam themselves. 

3. At a task force meeting, members review and can adjust their definition of the 

minimally qualified candidate based on their own performance. This is where the 

initial recommendation of the passing score is determined.  

https://planning.org/certification/currentexam/
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4. Prometric juxtaposes the results of the statistical analysis of examinees’ performance 

on each question based on the first administration of the exam with the work of the 

task force in step 3 and develops a range of scoring options.  

5. The passing score that is selected is intended to ensure that only qualified candidates 

pass the exam and are awarded the credential.  

 

Q. Are the questions weighted? 

 

A. Scored questions have the same weight but different difficulty values. When multiple 

forms are assembled for an exam, the goal is to have the same average difficulty values on 

the multiple forms. However in some cases, there are no comparable items and the average 

difficulty value of the forms can end up being different. In that case, the cut score for the 

form will be adjusted by the Psychometricians to equate the forms and ensure that the 

candidate experience is the same. 

 

Q: Do you receive feedback on questions you have missed?  

 

A. No, the score report will only include the number of questions correct out of the total for 

each section of the exam. 

 

Exam Study Material Questions 
 
Q: Where is the selected reading list located, please?  

 

A. Right here. 

 

Q: Will APA provide a list of people by chapter to the chapter Professional Development 

Officers (PDOs) who are planning to take the upcoming exam?  

 

A. We work with PDOs so they know which applicants are approved to take the exam. If you 

have applied for the exam, please contact your PDO for info on resources. 

 

Q: Do you know of any virtual study groups for test takers? Or are there additional webinars 

available prior to the AICP exam?  

 

A. Please contact your PDO for info on resources about study sessions. 

 

Q: Are there any APA or third party intensive workshops or classes that can help me 

prepare for this exam?  

 

A. Please contact your PDO for info on resources about study sessions. 

 

Q: Are there any apps that you would recommend for cell phone study?  

 

A. The 3.0 Prep product will work on mobile devices starting in March 2017. 

 

Q: Since I haven't attended the conference before, is there info presented/available at the 

conference for those who attend and are looking to test on next date?  

 

A. Yes - there will be an AICP prep session at the May conference on Sunday, May 7th from 

1:00-2:45.  The session will be based on the contents of the 2016 outline. 

 

https://planning.org/certification/examprep/selectedreading.htm
https://planning.org/chapters/pdo/
https://planning.org/chapters/pdo/
https://planning.org/chapters/pdo/
https://www.planning.org/events/course/9026917/
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Q: Are the APA Policy Guides still considered a great study tool for current planning 

information?  

 

A:  Absolutely!  The APA Policy Guides address issues facing planners today. 

 

Q: Are there any other resources for "practice questions" aside from the document on APA's 

website? 

 

A. Another source for practice questions is http://www.planningprep.com/. This site will help 

an examinee get in the routine of answering multiple-choice questions but users should not 

focus on memorizing the questions and answers. 

 

Q: What is a good source to understand what type of Census questions will be asked? 

Seems to be a ton of questions that could come from the Census data alone.  

 

A. Any census questions on the exam will be based on the 2010 census and the questions 

will focus on overall trends. 

 

Q: Is the Chapter President’s Council (CPC) 2015-2016 AICP Exam Study Manual an 

outdated study resource? 

 

A. The CPC guide is still a valuable study resource. Please contact your PDO for ordering 

details. 

 

Q: Are there any free products that you would recommend as good resources for studying 

for the exam?  

 

A. Quite a few Chapters provide study resources for free. 

 

Q: Any thought to APA providing additional situational/ scenario type practice questions for 

exam prep to reflect the newer exam topic questions (e.g. emerging trends, best practices, 

etc.)?  

 

A. Updating the Illustrative questions will occur in the future. 

 

AICP Application Questions 
 

Q: I am an early bird registrant, but still don’t know if I am good to go. Any updates on 

that?  

 

A. Early Bird applicants will be notified of their application status on 1/24/17 as indicated at 

www.planning.org/certification/currentexam. In the event your application is denied, you 

will have one week from the date you received notification to revise and resubmit your 

application for a secondary review. 

 

Q: I just want to double check if I my application is accepted now for May 2017, I am 

eligible for next 6 exam cycles that is May and Nov exam for 2017, 2018, 2019.  

 

A.  If your May 2017 AICP exam application is approved, you will be approved for the 

November 2017, May 2018, November 2018, May 2019, and November 2019 exams.  

 

Q: What is the fee for taking the exam please?  

http://www.planningprep.com/
https://planning.org/chapters/pdo/
https://planning.org/chapters/pdo/
https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/document/WEB_aicp_exam_illustrative_questions_htm_tagging.pdf
http://www.planning.org/certification/currentexam
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A.  The exam registration fee is $425 each time you sit for the exam. 

 

Q: When will we hear back if we are deemed eligible to take exam?  

 

A. The notification deadline for regular applicants is April 3, 2017. You will receive an email 

notification no later than this date. 

  

Q: Have the Professional Qualifications changed?   

 

A.  The experience and education requirements to qualify for certification have not changed. 

You can learn more information on how to apply for the exam at https://planning-org-

uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/document/AICP-Certification-Exam-

Guide.pdf#page=13 

 

Q: Can you go over the pro-rated invoice details again?  

 

A.  Members who pass the exam will receive a prorated invoice for AICP membership dues. 

The amount is prorated to match to your existing billing cycle for National and Chapter 

dues. Certification is officially granted after payment for prorated dues has been received.  

 

Q: Curious: How many people have applied to take the exam in May? More or less than 

prior years?  

A.  More than 620 members have applied for certification during the May 2017 exam cycle. 

The number of application submissions fluctuates between 600-650 applications each exam 

cycle.  

 

Q: When is the deadline to register for the exam if your application has already been 

approved from an earlier text.   

 

A.  Approved members may register for the May 2017 AICP exam through April 28, 2017 at 

www.planning.org/certification/currentexam.  

 

Q: With respect to the qualifying professional experience, has the APA AICP Exam 

Committee updated, refined or otherwise clarified the subsection of the Information for the 

AICP Comprehensive Planning Examination guide that deals with professional boundaries? 

Will the APA clarify in writing for example, that Civil Engineering is not 'planning'?  

 

A.  Page 17 and 18 in the Exam Guide clarifies what APA defines as professional planning 

experience to qualify for certification. Experience as a Civil Engineer would be classified as 

work in a related field.  

 

Q: Is there a limit to the number of times you can take the test?  

 

A.  AICP exam applications are approved for 6 consecutive exam cycles. Members may take 

the exam a maximum of 6 times (once each cycle). 

 

Q: If someone receives an approved application in the next 8 weeks, could they choose to 

take the exam in November 2017 instead of May 2017?  

 

A.  Members who are approved for the May 2017 AICP exam are not obligated to register 

and sit for the spring exam.  

http://www.planning.org/certification/currentexam
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Q: Is it ok to register for the exam as late as end of April/early May?  

 

A. Approved members may register for the May 2017 AICP exam as late as April 28, 2017. 

We recommend registering for the exam sooner rather than later as there is more flexibility 

in available exam appointments. 

 

Q: When will the November 2017 exam dates be released?  

 

A. The November 2017 AICP exam dates can be found here. 

 

Q: We won't know if our application was approved until as late as April 3rd?  

 

A. Exam applications are reviewed in the order they are received. Member who submitted 

their application the day before or the day of the application deadline will be included in the 

last wave of applications reviewed.  

 

Q: I am international applicant , done my planning degree from outside USA. So test is 

relevant for me too?  

 

A. International planning experience is eligible experience to qualify for the AICP exam and 

we encourage all APA members to apply for certification.  

 

Q: What do you mean, once per cycle?  

 

A. The AICP exam is administered twice a year, every May and November. We refer to every 

application and registration period as an exam cycle.  

 

AICP Exam Prep 3.0 Questions 
 
Q: Would there be a new course available for the new test from APA?  

 

A. At this point in time APA has provided supplemental materials for the five new topics but 

we are working with members to produce short webinars that cover the new topics. 

 

Q: Given the exam update, are there obsolete preparation sections in the Exam Prep 3.0 

product?  

 

A. Seven topic areas in the “Spatial Areas for Planning” were removed from the content 

outline and exam, they are Planning at national level, multi state, state, sub state region, 

county level, urban areas and suburban areas. The topic areas retained are planning for 

small towns, corridors neighborhoods, waterfronts, historic areas and downtowns. 

 

Q: Could you give some examples of what information is included in the "tips" section of the 

3.0 to address the new content?  

 

A. Currently, the “tips and tricks” page includes supplemental materials for the five new 

sections, a crosswalk for users to connect the product to the new content outline, tips on 

how to get the most out of the product and links to PAS reports. In the future, we plan to 

have short webinars that cover the new topic areas.  

 

Q: Some of the links on the test prep 3.0 suggested reading lists are dead. Some of these 

https://planning.org/certification/currentexam/
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pieces are still relevant.  

 

A. Unfortunately, links from outside sources have changed since the product was launched. 

Some APA links to PAS reports are being updated, all of the PAS reports going back to 2010 

are available here. 

 

Q: Will the Exam Prep 3.0 have practice exams?  

 

A. The product will continue to have one 55 question assessment exam and one 170 

questions practice exam plus the popup question at the end of each lesson. 

 

Q: Is the new exam content outline crosswalk posted to the website yet?  

 

A. Yes, when you are using the 3.0 product, click on the “Tips and Tricks” tab to be directed 

to the crosswalk. 

 

Q: How far in advance to taking the exam should one participate in the Exam Prep course?  

 

A. Examinees are encouraged to being studying 4-6 months before the exam, for many new 

applicants this means studying before you learn if you are approved to take the exam. 

 

Q: Practice exam only gives you raw score, does not break down by different area or tell 

you if you will pass. This is not very helpful, is it being updated to include this functionality?  

 

A. For the previous exam, earning a score of 55 meant answering approximately 73% of the 

questions correctly. The purpose of the sample questions is to identify planning areas you 

need to work on and to get you back into a test taking mindset. The actual exam has 170 

questions, of which 150 count and 20 are questions being pre-tested either for a future 

version of this exam. The maximum score is 75 which means each point is equivalent to 

about 2 questions. A passing grade on the exam is a 55, which is approximately equivalent 

to 110 correct answers (~ 73.3 correct). 

 

Q: Is there a time-limitation for using the Exam Prep 3.0 after purchasing it? How early do 

you think I should purchase it when I start preparing the exam?  

 

A. The Prep product viewing license is valid for three years after purchase. 

 

Q: Does the Exam Prep 3.0 highlight which PAS Reports should be reviewed (as opposed to 

trying to read all of them)?  

 

A. Yes it does but all PAS reports can be found here. 

 

Q: If I were to purchase the AICP Exam Prep 3.0, would that be a sufficiently 

comprehensive study guide to pass the test, or will I still need to procure additional study 

materials/books?  

 

A. Examinees are encouraged to utilize a variety of study materials. Many APA Chapters 

offer content for free on their websites and some offer exam prep workshops.  Please check 

with your chapter Professional Development Officer (PDO) to access support materials 

offered by the chapter. 

 

https://www.planning.org/pas/
https://www.planning.org/pas/
https://www.planning.org/pas/
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Where is the webinar? 
 

Q: Will this recording be saved for future viewing? 

 

A. Yes, it can be found here. 

http://media2.planning.org/media/video/AICP/AICP-Certification-Exam-Demystified-for-testers.mp4

