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AICP Certification Examination Content Outline 

Starting with the May 2017 Exam 

The AICP Certification Examination: 

 Tests a planner’s ability to succeed at the levels of education and experience required by AICP 
certification – to think critically, anticipate consequences, and mitigate problems;  

 Recognizes that all planners achieving AICP certification must share a fundamental knowledge of 
core elements and competencies that form the foundation of our profession; 

 Is written by AICP members who are practitioners or educators working in the public and private 
sectors; 

 Relates to what planners should know today, including innovative practices, emerging issues, 
trends, and best practices;  

 Reflects that planning occurs at the intersection of many disciplines, and that planners 
frequently work as conveners and facilitators within communities and with experts in other 
fields;  

 Emphasizes that the AICP Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct is fundamental to being an 
AICP-certified planner and is the foundation for much of what planners do; and  

 Tests knowledge of planning as practiced throughout the United States, and not in any particular 
region, state, or place.  

The exam consists of 170 multiple-choice questions (20 of which are unidentified questions-in-

development that do not count toward the final score). This outline offers candidates preparing to take 

the exam insight into its subject matter.  

The exam covers five major topic areas, each encompassing several categories. It includes questions 

from all five topics, but may not necessarily include questions from each category. Examples are 

provided for most categories, but questions are not confined to those examples. The percentage of 

exam questions pertaining to each major topic area is indicated. 

  

AICP Exam Content Outline Crosswalk 
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Section A: Aspirational principles (e.g. responsibility to 
the public, clients, employers, the profession, and 
colleagues)

Section B: Rules of conduct 

Sections C, D, and E: Procedural provisions (e.g. advisory 
opinions, adjudication of complaints of misconduct, 
discipline of members)
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