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GSST COOPERATIVE PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION



TTliles 0 - 11

How did this all get started?

Where did the idea for
developing a State Trail through
this corridor come from?
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TTliles 0 - 11

What was the primary source of
funding for the project?

Can you talk about how the
Friends of GSST was formed and
elaborate on their support of the

project? >
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GSST COOPERATIVE PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION




— State Trail Network (2024)
Constructed Rail Trail segments in Wisconsin (2024)
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GSST EXTENSION MASTER PLAN



GSST EXTENSION MASTER PLAN %ﬁ%
Miles 12 - 38

Why did you decide to
contract out the master plan
process?

How was this process
different from the planning

of miles 0 -11? .




PROJECT GOALS e

Identify a route that will accommodate a 10-12" bituminous

paved shared use trail, with a consistent trail experience for
biking and walking.

» 14-16"min. trail corridor width includes a 10-12’ paved trail with 2° min. clear space on
either side of the trail

» Potential for snowmobile route coordination in rural areas (gravel/limestone
screening surface)

Create a route that will be physically separated from vehicular
traffic as much as possible.

» Limit roadway crossings where possible.

» Use existing grade separated crossings of major highwalys.

Create a route that is supported and celebrated by the local

municipalities, agencies, and stakeholders

» Consult and involve stakeholders along the way to understand priorities, concerns,
and ideas.




PROJECT GOALS

Create a route that is safe and comfortable for a wide variety
of users, including young people, seniors, and people with
disabilities.

»

»

»

Limit segments with slopes higher than 8%.
Consider rest areas, shade, access points approximately every 2 miles along the route.
Consider safety around active rail lines.

Create a route that is sustainably constructed, avoiding impact
to sensitive natural areas and/or sacred sites. Avoid excessive

tree removal or land disturbance, while connecting trail users to
scenic and natural areas.

»

»

»

»

»

Consult stakeholders and major land owners along the way to understand sensitive
lands and areas to avoid.

Construct elevated boardwalk segments where necessary through wetland or
floodplain areas.

Adhere to local/state/national restrictions for permeable surfaces, drainage.
Build in areas that are already cleared or paved.
Restore areas with native vegetation where the the trail will disturb the landscape.




PROJECT GOALS

Provide a regional recreational trail experience, with amenities

and trail design to accommodate long-distance trail users, with
consideration for local, shorter-distance users.

>

v

Keep in mind the long-standing goal of creating a ‘world-class’ trail experience.
Consider interpretive elements, public art, trailheads.
Consider connections to other trails.

>

4

>

v

>

v

Consider primary trail users (bicyclists and pedestrians), as well as others, such as
wildlife photographers, snowmobilers, dog walkers, etc.

Create a route that is feasible to complete.

» Consider cost, available land/right-of-way and public support.




GSST EXTENSION MASTER PLAN W
Tites 12 - 38

How did you gather
input along the way?

What were some of the
lessons learned through
the community engagement

process? .




PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
PROJECT TIMELINE () o COMPLETEI  (DESIGN, ENGINEERING,

"—\ EASEMENTS, FUNDRAISING,
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PHASE 3: SHARE THE PLAN N 7
START e (SPRING 2024) s ol
SITE ANALYSIS + Se o oe”
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT DRAET PLAN DOCUMENT
(SPRING 2023) a
\/GMMUNIT? ENGAGEMENT
PHASE 2: COLLECT FEEDBACK ON ROUTES

FALL 2023
CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT : /
(SUMMER 2023)




COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PHASE 1

Spring 2023

» Online survey (250 responses)

» Social Pinpoint--interactive mapping tool (787 views, 66 comments)
(2) community listening sessions (100+ in attendance at both)

Letter to property owners within rural areas (2,200 letters sent)

Drag to - Area of
comment estinations o Concern




DRAFTROUTEOPTIONS  __  Meingwihon
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Wisconsin Southern
Railroad (WSOR)

Village of Rock Springs

Village of North
Freedom

» Consultant team workshop
» Sauk County staff workshop



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PHASE 2
Draft Route Options, Fall 2023

» Social Pinpoint--interactive mapping tool
(651 visitors, 428 comments)

» Stakeholder Listening Sesssion
(17 attendees)

» Baraboo Open House (104 people)

» Reedsburg Open House (51 people)

» Letter to property owners adjacent to draft
route options (946 sent)

» Social media, flyers, email notifications,
yard signs, digital marquee
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GSST EXTENSION MASTER PLAN %ﬂﬁ?\s
Tites 12 - 38

How did you
evaluate route
options?
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GSST EXTENSION MASTER PLAN W

What are the next steps for
implementation?

What projects or segments
are on the horizon?
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11/05/2026 @ 2 PM

Gateway unveiling - first look
& first crossing of WI River Bridge

SUMMER 2027

Official grand opening &
dedication ceremony




WHAT QUESTIONS
DO YOU HAVE?

Brian Simmert, AICP Natalie Strait Jody Rader, ASLA, PLA
brian.simmert@saukcountywi.gov n.strait@swwrpc.org jody@hkgi.com
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