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TDEC exists to enhance the quality of life for citizens of 
Tennessee and to be stewards of our natural environment 

through:

o PROTECTING and IMPROVING the quality of 
Tennessee’s air, land, and water through a responsible 
regulatory system;

o PROTECTING and PROMOTING human health and 
safety;

o CONSERVING and PROMOTING natural, cultural and 
historic resources, and

o PROVIDING a variety of quality outdoor recreational 
experiences.



• Commissioner David W. Salyers, P.E.

• Deputy Commissioner Greg Young



Tennessee 
Department of 

Environment and 
Conservation

Bureau of 
Environment

BOE Divisions (8) Field Offices (8)

Bureau of Parks 
and Conservation

56 State Parks 85 Natural Areas

https://www.tn.gov/environment/contacts/about-field-offices.html
https://tnstateparks.com/


• 56 state parks representing natural, 
archaeological, and historical site of 
significance

• 85 state natural areas 

• Natural Areas Programs restore 
and protect plants, animals, and 
natural communities

• Local Parks and Recreation 
Programs support community 
access to green spaces and 
outdoor activities



• Chief environmental and natural 
resource regulatory agency in 
Tennessee

• Delegated responsibility from 
U.S. EPA to regulate sources of:
– Air pollution

– Solid and hazardous waste

– Radiological health issues

– Underground storage tanks

– Water pollution, water supply & 
groundwater

• Grants and loans 

• Environmental education, energy 
programming, and sustainability 



• Economic growth and environmental protection 
are not mutually exclusive.

• Pollution prevention practices – particularly 
energy efficiency and elimination of waste – save 
money.

• Committed to protecting environment and 
supporting regulatory community.

• Committed to working with stakeholders in a 
customer-friendly way to achieve compliance.



The Office of Policy and Sustainable Practices

We offer an array of education, recognition, technical assistance, 
resources, and tools to Tennessee entities to promote a more sustainable 
culture. In addition, we perform Title VI, Environmental Justice, and policy 
support functions to help fulfill the Department’s mission and vision.



• Business Team

– Get Food Smart TN

– Governor’s Environmental 

Stewardship Awards

– Tennessee Green Star 

Partnership

– Tennessee Materials 

Marketplace

– Clean Tennessee Energy Grants

– Tennessee Sustainable Spirits

• Community Team

– Tennessee Environmental 

Education Initiative

– Tennessee Radon Program

– Unwanted Household 

Pharmaceutical Program

– Tire Environmental Act Program

• State Government/Institution 

Team

– Tennessee Higher Education 

Initiative

– Sustainable State Government



getfoodsmarttn.com



• Organization must satisfy at least 5 of 
up to 30 criteria under their category. 

• The four categories are:

– Schools

– Restaurants

– Government Entities and Non-Profit 
Organizations

– Grocers, Industry, Agriculture, and 
other Private Entities

If you have questions, please contact getfood.smart@tn.gov. 

mailto:getfood.smart@tn.gov


• State Parks report recycling 
metrics monthly.

• Resort State Park restaurants 
participate in food waste 
reduction through diversion, 
donations, and composting.

• EPA regional and national 
recognition for food waste 
diversion efforts in EPA’s Food 
Recovery Challenge program. 

• New Bear Saver recycling bins for 
all parks offer a more uniform 
branding for customers.



• Go Green with Us is a technical assistance and recognition 
program for the Tennessee State Parks system which aims to 
lead by example through reducing environmental impacts 
associated with operations and activities at the 56 State 
Parks

• Points based sustainability program developed for TN State 
Parks

• First recognition ceremony in April 2017
• 28 of 56 parks voluntarily submitted checklist application
• 26 recognized-

– Bronze – 17
– Silver – 6
– Gold – 3





Higher Education 
Institution

Community







• What do you think of when you hear the word 
Sustainability?

• Sustainability has three fundamental pillars
– Environmental – is it good for the environment?

– Economic – is it good for the economy?

– Social – is it good for society?

• According to the dictionary, sustainability is the avoidance 
of the depletion of natural resources in order to maintain 
an ecological balance.



Bearable (Society + Environment) – This occurs when we are cognizant of our impact, 
which results in humans intentionally  contributing towards a healthier environment 
and overall well-being.

Equitable (Society + Economic Equitable) This occurs when a nation’s resources are 
used to help eradicate poverty and social inequality, and to raise the standard of living 
of the society.

Viable (Economic + Environment) – This occurs when a Nation strives to meet 
economic growth and development, while operations are pursued with environmental 
protection in mind.



• Sustainability is the avoidance of the depletion of natural 
resources in order to maintain an ecological balance. 

• Resilience is the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; 
the ability of a substance or object to spring back into shape; 
elasticity. 

• Sustainable resilience is the ability of communities to confront 
changing conditions, absorb disturbances with flexibility, and 
utilize existing resources and local partnerships to achieve 
community goals without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.



• https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/opsp-
policy-and-sustainable-practices/community-programs-
and-services/sustainable-resilience.html

https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/opsp-policy-and-sustainable-practices/community-programs-and-services/sustainable-resilience.html




Perform a baseline assessment of current conditions

• Infrastructure

• Housing 

• Transportation

• Recreational space

• Economy

• Social values

• Regulations

Then, identify greatest need and opportunity



• Host public meetings with stakeholders to discuss baseline

• Identify opportunities for growth 

• Prioritize next steps







• Take visible action engaging stakeholders

• Pursue initial projects that will result in cost savings over time and 
which benefits can be easily conveyed to the community.

• Energy saved through LED-retrofitting

• Water conserved through use of low-flow faucets 

• Green space added and/or utilized by citizens

• Improvements to water infrastructure

• Enhancing public transportation options generate metrics that are 
readily accessible to community members.



Informal: Host a dashboard or scorecard with regularly updated metrics like 
energy savings, water conservation, number of citizens using green spaces or 
outdoor trails and parks, and miles citizens have logged using public or alternative 
transportation on your website.

The city of Rockwood provides an annual dashboard update, 
Chattanooga provides a regularly updated dashboard for its areas of targeted 
performance growth, and Knoxville provides public dashboards for specific areas 
of focus, such as homelessness and building blight.

Formal: Host public meetings to highlight progress in sustainable resilience, 
including effective partnerships with local organizations, businesses, and industry, 
and ask community stakeholders to identify continued prioritization and 
community goals so that you can move the needle in areas of greatest community 
concern.

http://rockwoodmi.org/uploads/Library/Files/13-Treasurer/Performance dash 2017.pdf
https://performance.chattanooga.gov/dashboard/y4sb-89dw
http://knoxhmis.sworpswebapp.sworps.utk.edu/dashboard/
http://www.knoxvilletn.gov/government/opendata/blighted








• Extreme weather conditions more frequent:

• drought/flooding/wind

• Buffer zones – beneficial for stormwater and fire retention

• Can buffer zone be used for greenspace or a trail as well?

• Promote healthier lifestyles, livable communities

• Increase property value

• Economic stimulus

• How do we focus more on big picture and holistic approach?





• To assist Tennessee communities in performing 
comprehensive community needs and vulnerability 
evaluation with a focus on risk-management, resilience 
planning, environmental and public health planning, 
smart growth, and sustainability

• To support communities in identifying specific 
vulnerabilities and environmental priority areas; to assist 
in identifying resources and technical assistance to 
support a strategic action plan to address community 
vulnerabilities and priorities across multiple sectors; and 
to provide technical assistance and community 
engagement activities to support positive action in those 
priority areas. 



Governor Lee’s Executive Order 01 requires all state agencies 
to identify the actions that it can take to support rural 
communities. TDEC’s OPSP is uniquely positioned to: 1) 
assist communities in performing an assessment of 
community strengths and challenges across all sectors of 
community life with a focus on risk-management, resilience 
planning, environmental stewardship, smart growth, and 
sustainability, 2) identify community priorities for action, 3) 
perform analysis and make recommendations on financial 
and technical resources available to the community, and 4) 
engage the community, including its residents, in taking 
action steps to pursue community priorities. 



• Bi-weekly planning calls with OPSP during project period

• A tailored half-day strategic planning session, organized 
and facilitated by OPSP, in the community 

• Report summarizing the strategic planning session, 
community vulnerabilities and priorities, and identification 
of available resources and technical assistance 

• Tailored full-day action plan workshop=morning session 
for community leaders, afternoon community 
engagement

• Periodic follow-up and support



Jan Compton
Office of Policy and Sustainable Practices/

Office of External Affairs 
Jan.Compton@tn.gov

(423) 854-5417

mailto:Jan.Compton@tn.gov

