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World Town Planning Day (WTPD) 2026 Concept Note – Final updated.

1. Background
On World Town Planning Day, held annually on 8th November, planners and communities all over the world come together to celebrate how good planning improves the lives of people and benefits society at large, creating vibrant places to live, work, and play together.

Argentinian professor Carlos María della Paolera started World Town Planning Day in Buenos Aires in 1949. This year marks the 77th anniversary of the event.  On or around the 8th of November 2026, planners globally will celebrate World Town Planning Day with lectures, school competitions, fundraisers, events, and planning awards. 
	
2. WTPD 2026
Since its establishment in 1949, World Town Planning Day has provided a global platform to promote the value of planning, share knowledge and innovation, and strengthen collaboration across sectors and communities.
Building on the 2025 message that "planning is part of the solution", the 2026 campaign will focus on planning outcomes and planning supporting development for people and places grounded in community knowledge, lived experience and inclusive dialogue.

3. WTPD Theme: Great communities are built on planning
Planning works best when it is shaped with communities. By bringing together Indigenous knowledge systems, local knowledge, lived experience, professional expertise and shared ambition, planning creates places that are more inclusive, resilient, healthy and sustainable.
 
At a time of growing challenges, including housing affordability, climate change, health inequalities and rapid technological transformation, planning has a vital role in helping communities navigate change and shape better futures.
 
The 2026 campaign will demonstrate how planning:
· Delivers tangible social, environmental and economic benefits
· Supports decisions grounded in community knowledge, lived experience, and inclusive dialogue. 
· Brings together diverse perspectives and interests
· Translates long-term vision into practical action
· Supports the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals and New Urban Agenda
· Supports climate resilient communities and places
· Reduces inequalities and improves quality of life.
 
The campaign will highlight examples from across the world where collaboration between planners, communities and partner professions has led to meaningful participation and measurable improvements in people's everyday lives.
 
Core Message
Planning creates real, positive impact. By working together, planners and communities can create places that are inclusive, resilient and support the wellbeing of all.
 
Campaign Objectives
The WTPD 2026 campaign aims to:
· Showcase how planning shapes and delivers positive outcomes for people and places
· Promote planning as a means to reduce inequalities and improve quality of life
· Highlight the value of community participation, lived experience and co-design
· Encourage planners to exercise leadership and professional judgment while acting as collaborators, enablers and partners
· Support global priorities[footnoteRef:2] [2:  including SDG 11, the Paris Agreement and the New Urban Agenda] 

· Share learning, innovation and good practice from across the world
· Demonstrate how planning enables informed dialogue, reflection, inquiry and critical thinking, discussion, and action
· Demonstrate how planning is committed to advancing integrity, diversity, inclusivity, and civic responsibility.
Proposed Tracks
The campaign will be structured around five interconnected themes, demonstrating how planning shapes and delivers positive outcomes through collaboration, evidence-informed decision-making and community participation.
 
1. Housing: Planning with communities for better homes
Delivering safe, affordable, accessible, culturally appropriate and sustainable homes that reflect local needs and aspirations. 
Focus:
· Place-based solutions
· Co-designed developments
· Community-led housing
· Resident-led retrofit programmes
· Creative funding mechanisms
 
2. Climate and Environment
Working with communities to address climate change and environmental challenges.
Focus:
· Climate adaptation and resilience
· Nature-based solutions
· Community energy initiatives
· Just transitions to net zero
· Planning approaches that address compounded socio-economic vulnerabilities
 
3. Data and Digital Planning
Using data and digital tools to support evidence-informed, inclusive and transparent decisions.
Focus:
· Ethical use of AI and digital technologies
· Open and accessible data
· Better engagement through digital tools
· Evidence-informed planning
· Integrating data with professional expertise, Indigenous and local knowledge, and lived experience
 
4. Health and Wellbeing
Creating healthier, more liveable and connected communities.
Focus:
· Healthy and safe neighbourhoods and active travel
· Access to green, blue and public spaces
· Reducing health inequalities and accessibility for all
· Social inclusion and resilience
 
5. Recovery and Resilience
Demonstrating how planning supports reconstruction, recovery and long-term resilience.
Focus:
· The role of planners in recovery
· Community participation and indigenous and local identity
· Building long-term resilience
· Place-based recovery strategies
· Approaches that address interconnected vulnerabilities
 
Cross-Cutting Theme
Across all tracks, the campaign will promote meaningful participation, shared ownership and measurable outcomes, showcasing how planning delivers positive change through:
· Co-design and collaboration
· Inclusive engagement
· Empowering under-represented voices
· Long-term partnerships
· Evidence informed outcomes and shared learning
 
World Town Planning Day 2026 is an opportunity to demonstrate how planning improves lives. Through collaboration, evidence-informed decision-making and long-term thinking, planning helps deliver better homes, healthier environments, greater resilience and more inclusive communities.
 
Great communities are built on planning: Together we deliver. Together we thrive. Together we sustain.

5. Communication Strategy & 77th World Town Planning Day Statement 
A communication strategy will be developed, and a statement recognizing the 77th Anniversary of WTPD will be drafted and agreed upon by GPN members. 
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