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Want to become more involved in APA? Broaden 
your network of professional colleagues and build 
lifelong friendships? Influence public policy 
concerning Housing & Community Development 
issues? Expand the range of APA resources available 
to HCD practitioners? Champion social equity in 
planning practice and policy? Volunteer to run for a 
division office! 
 Positive changes and energy in our national organization make this 
year a particularly opportune time to step up to leadership! The time 
commitment is modest, a few hours per month. Division leadership 
can be a stepping stone to further opportunities within APA. Our 
division is healthy and growing, nearing 400 members, many of 
whom are new professionals and students. My own involvement in 
APA began as a student member, at the chapter level. Leadership is 
not just for the “old hands” like I am now…..it is for you!   

From the Chair 
Mitzi Barker, FAICP 

The Housing & 
Community Development 
Division will be holding 
elections for the following 
officers: 
 
•  Chair 
•  Vice-Chair 
•  Secretary-Treasurer 

The election process is 
simple: write a 200-
word position 
statement that outlines 
your background and 
interest, along with 
your recent headshot 
and email them to Mitzi 
Barker, FAICP at 
mbarker@mtaonline.ne
t The DEADLINE for 
receipt of materials is 
June 19, 2015. 
 
For detailed 
information, please 
refer to the 
advertisement on the 
next page! 

Opportunities 

APA Elections Season  
Beginning this year, most all APA Chapters and Divisions will be on 
a consolidated election cycle. This means you will receive a single 
ballot, administered through the APA National office.  This has been 
in the works for several years now, and is intended to help increase 
member participation in elections, as well as facilitate improved 
leadership training for new officers so that they can be more 
effective in their posts.   
Balloting will open August 6th and run until September 10th. All 
officers will assume their positions on January 1, 2016. HCD has 
been holding its elections on a schedule very near the national 
cycle for many years, so this does not represent a departure from 
our previous practice. 



Professional  
Development  
at your Fingertips 

Opportunities 

Did you know that as an 
HCD member you can 
earn over 40 CM credits 
every year on your 
computer – at no cost, 
through the Planning 
Webcast Consortium?  
It’s true! 
 
The consortium is a 
collaborative effort of 
several APA chapters 
and divisions, housed 
by the Ohio Chapter. 
Live webcasts are 
conducted on most 
Fridays (generally 
excluding those before a 
Monday holiday or those 
that fall on major 
religious holidays) from 
1 to 2:30pm ET. 
 
CM credits can be 
claimed by looking up 
the sponsoring Chapter 
or Division as provider 
To register visit: 
www.ohioplanning.org/
planningwebcast 

2015 Planning Webcast Series: Upcoming Webcasts 

May 29 (Friday) Transportation Planning Division 
Technology Applications for Transportation Planning  
Speakers: Brandon Cox, Brett Fusco, Greg Griffin  
Presenters will describe innovative uses of technology in the 
transportation sector, including integrated mobile wayfinding for the 
visually impaired, scenario planning, and ride-sharing platforms. (1) 
Application of ClickAndGo Wayfinding Maps in Mass Transit:  Case 
Study of the Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind ClickAndGo DC Metro 
Wayfinding Project. (2) Choices & Voices: The Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission launched Choices & Voices in October 
2012, as a key component of its long-range plan public outreach. (3) 
Real-time ridesharing – Can toll discounts encourage carpooling? This 
session explores a pilot project in Texas involving electronic 
verification of vehicle occupancy for toll road discounts. 
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Leadership Wanted for APA HCD 
Positive changes and energy in our national organization make this 
year a particularly opportune time to step up to leadership! The 
Housing & Community Development Division will be holding 
elections for the Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary-Treasurer. 
 
Submit a 200-word position statement that demonstrates your 
background and your interest in running for office with a recent 
headshot photo of yourself. Clearly identify which office you wish to 
be considered for. Send all these items to Mitzi Barker, FAICP, at 
mbarker@mtaonline.net (DEADLINE: JUNE 19, 2015) 
 
The nominating committee will provide the slate of candidates for 
each office to the APA National office, which will conduct the 
election on behalf of the division. Voting will occur electronically 
between August 6th and September 10th.  New officers will begin 
their two-year term on January 1, 2016.  
 
You can’t lose!  Well, you might not win the election, but you will 
have expressed your interest in serving and will have more 
opportunities directed your way to participate in sessions, 
workshops, and division committees. We are particularly interested 
in encouraging new professionals to take part in leadership on all of 
these levels. 

Follow the Planning 
Webcast Series on 
Facebook to get the 
latest information!	  



Star in a Webcast 

Distance Education (DE) Option for Planning Webcasts  

The following webcast recordings are approved for CM credit for 
viewing during the 2015 calendar year: 
 
•Ethics, Equity and Social Justice: Roles and Implications of 
Planners - #e.29372 – 1.5 CM ETHICS 
•Defensible Historic Preservation Regulations - #e.29371– 
1.5 CM LAW 
•Planners and Planters: What Planners Need to Know about 
Creating a Sustainable Landscape for Today and Tomorrow – 
#e.28841 – 1.5 CM  
 
Note that the DE CM credits have a different event number than the 
original live webcast, so the event number in the recording will not 
work for DE credit.  Use these event numbers above to log your DE 
CM credits. 

Opportunities 

As members of the 
Planning Webcast 
Consortium, HCD 
members can propose 
and present a live 
webinar, all without 
having to leave your 
home base to travel to a 
distant conference 
location.  
 
The Webcast Consortium 
makes it easy to conduct 
your presentation: 
Create a synopsis of the 
session with proposed 
learning outcomes, line 
up your speakers, create 
your slides and the 
Consortium will work on 
the CM credit for you, 
provide the webcast 
platform, and even post 
your presentation on 
YouTube.  As a session 
organizer and speaker, 
you’ll get extra CM credit 
for your efforts. 
 
There are only a handful 
of dates available yet 
this calendar year, but 
2016 is a whole new 
slate yet to be 
populated. Submit your 
webinar proposal to HCD 
Chair Mitzi Barker at 
mbarker@mtaonline.net  
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June 5 POSTPONED to October 2 (Friday) Idaho Chapter  
Big Data and Small Communities: Opportunities and Challenges 
Speaker: Jaap Vos  
Nowadays a wide variety of data from the US Census Bureau is easily 
accessible for anybody to use and it is relatively easy to create 
impressive looking maps and flowcharts. But how reliable is this data 
and can we really use it to inform planning decisions? This program 
will highlight some of the issues with the data especially with regard 
to liability, comparability and data aggregation. In addition, the 
program will briefly discuss why these issues are even more relevant 
when you use third party software. 

2015 Planning Webcast Series: Upcoming Webcasts 
(continued) 

June 3 (Wednesday) Private Practice Division 
New Contexts for Aging and Livable Communities  
Speakers: Ramona Mullahey, Jana Lynott, Lindsay Goldman, 
Mildred Warner  
America is aging. A profound increase in longevity has transformed 
average life expectancy: Older adults over age 65 will represent, by 
2030, one in every five people living in the US. This session will 
explore new contexts to aging and livability and their influence: 
AARP's Livability Index to assess/measure community livability and 
identify livability issues; the results of a 2013 national survey on new 
modalities in multigenerational planning outline effective, more 
comprehensive strategies for communities to mobilize resources to 
enhance the quality of life; and a new Community Resilience 
Framework to help communities find ways to encourage resource 
investment and benefit all residents across ages. 



Seattle National Conference Footage 
Opportunities 

Have more to share? 
Feel free to share your 
photos and/or stories 
with the members of 
HCD in our next 
newsletter!  
 
Send us an email at 
apahcdnewsletter@gmail
.com for more 
information.  
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Gen(Y)trification for All: Attracting Millennials of 
Color to Revitalized Neighborhoods 

Urban planners, economic developers, and community advocates 
search for strategies to revive city centers and draw residents back 
from the suburbs. This often involves revamping a commercial 
corridor with new retail, restaurants, and amenities in hopes of 
improving the neighborhood and transforming visitors into long-term 
residents. This approach has yielded mixed results, with researchers 
stating claims of gentrification and residential displacement amongst 
job creation and housing improvements. Even as urban centers 
become more appealing for younger residents, these new residents 
seem to be disproportionately white. The question remains of how to 
persuade millennials of color to return to the city.  
United States Census Bureau estimates show that by 2044 the U.S. 
population will become majority-minority. This demographic shift, 
coupled with the millennial generation now entering homeownership, 
calls for increased attention to equitable urban improvement. Given 
these population changes, the failure of the literature to address the 
housing needs of millennials of color is surprising. Through a mixed-
methods study comprised of a survey, focus group and stakeholder 
interviews I sought to understand the housing and neighborhood 
preferences of the under-studied millennial of color market segment. 
Similar to a needs assessment, a recently revitalized neighborhood in 
Grand Rapids, MI was the focal point of the study and served as a 
reference for participants to consider their particular needs in housing 
decision making, and share their impressions of the changes that 
have occurred in the study area.  
Survey participants ranked housing and neighborhood amenities by 
order of influence. Participants then ranked these same amenities 
based on their level of satisfaction with the study area. 
 

Ebonie Atkins, Recent MURP, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 
eatkins7@vt.edu 
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Crime Level 
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Diversity 

Good Place to 
Raise a Family 

Proximity to Public 
Transportation 
Sidewalks/Walkability 

Level of Community 
Engagement 

Proximity to Work 

Satisfaction with 
Study Area 



The following are a few of the recommendations from the study, 
developed in response to the amenity priority rankings and the 
concerns raised in the focus group and stakeholder interviews. 
Rebrand urban neighborhoods to overcome stigma. Millennials of color, 
particularly those who were raised in urban areas, associate the inner-
city to crime and failing school systems, even when the data shows a 
counter narrative. Neighborhood marketing must work to soften these 
impressions.  
Prioritize racial diversity by supporting minority-owned businesses. 
Millennials of color seek class and racial/ethnic diversity, and are 
cognizant of the potential for gentrification to displace residents as 
well as business owners. Mechanisms geared toward supporting 
minority business owners (education, financial resources, and network 
expansion) must be implemented to protect existing minority-owned 
businesses and assist new businesses in entering the market.  
Clarify the costs/benefits of historic home ownership compared to 
“traditional” home ownership. Study participants shared concerns 
about owning a home in a historic particularly related to renovation 
costs and restrictions, and energy efficiency. 
This study was one of the first attempts to capture the millennial of 
color market segment in relation to housing and neighborhood 
characteristics. The anticipated growth in the minority population in 
the United States presents an untapped market in homeownership. 
Millennials are generally a well-educated group, actively involved in 
civic engagement, with great leadership capacity. The potential in this 
group as future homeowners, as well as current lack of research on 
the topic, calls for additional study of millennial of color housing 
preferences to supplement the broad body of work on millennial 
homeowners that currently exists.  
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Affordability 

Range of Different 
Housing Types to 
Choose from 

Housing Amenity Ranking 

Influential  
Amenities 

1	  

2	  

3	  

4	  

5	  

Sense of Privacy 

Security Features 

Size of Housing 

Energy Efficient 
Features 

Size of Housing 

Affordability 

Age of Houses 

Energy Efficient 
Features 

Satisfaction with 
Study Area The comparison 

of influence vs. 
satisfaction 
helps illustrate 
the disconnect 
between what 
millennials of 
color look for in 
housing, and 
what they see 
available in the 
revitalized 
neighborhood.  
 

For the full study report 
or for more information 
feel free to contact 
Ebonie at 
eatkins7@vt.edu  



Municipal Annexation and Expansion of Limits: Case 
of Sunland Park, NM 
Jaime Castro-Salazar, City Planner, Sunland Park, NM 
jaime.castro@sunlandpark-nm.gov 
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In 1901-1902, El Paso & Southwestern Railroad constructed a rail line 
from Douglas, Arizona to El Paso, Texas. A major portion of this line 
passed through southern New Mexico and was known as "The 
Southline". In 1924 Southern Pacific Railroad purchased the El Paso 
and Southwestern Railroad, and established the Town of Anapra, New 
Mexico. In 1961, Southern Pacific determined that is was no longer 
cost effective to operate, then "The Southline", was abandoned. 
However, the line between Anapra and El Paso remains in service 
today. In 1960, Anapra and other nearby communities changed their 
collective name to Sunland Park, in support of the Sunland Park 
Racetrack, which was founded in 1959. The Sunland Park Racetrack 
was a gateway to the east and west for top racing talents throughout 
the 1960's and 1970's. The City of Sunland Park was incorporated in 
1983. Due to declining industry in the 1990's around the nation, State 
of New Mexico designed legislation allowing its racetracks to 
incorporate slot machines into their business as an effort to save 
horse racing in New Mexico (Dona Ana County/All Hazard Mitigation 
Pan, 2012). 

Geographically, the City of Sunland Park 
is located at the extreme southern end 
of Doña Ana County in the Mesilla Valley. 
The City shares its southern boundary 
with Chihuahua, Mexico and its eastern 
boundary with the State of Texas and El 
Paso. At an average elevation of 3,789 
feet, the City is partially bisected by the 
Rio Grande and is situated 
approximately 42 miles south and a little 
east of Las Cruces.  

The City occupies approximately 12.8 square miles of land. After its 
incorporation, Sunland Park adopted its first zoning ordinance in 
1985. Since that time it has adopted a Master Plan in 2004 and 
2007. Population estimate in 2013 was 15,069 and between 2000 
and 2010, Sunland Park had a population increase of 5% (U.S. 
Census). The primary economy engines for the city are Sunland Park 
Racetrack and Casino, Santa Teresa Port of Entry, Doña Ana County 
Airport and Union Pacific Railroad.  
Sunland Park has been becoming more urbanized thanks to the 
process of annexation. The city has been able to incorporate several 
territories for new developments expanding their tax base, in order 
to improve the economic growth.  



APAHCDNEWS Biannual 
Newsletter 

However, the key question is how to control annexation? Annexation is 
regulated by the 2006 New Mexico Statutes, Section 3-7-1 (Methods of 
Annexation). There are three methods of annexing territory to a 
municipality. The most common is the petition method (3-7-17); 
basically is signed by the owners of a majority of the number of acres 
in the contiguous territory. For Sunland Park there are more benefits 
than detriments, but conditions of approval for future annexations has 
to be in accordance with city ordinances and the current Master Plan.   
As we can see below, the city has a positive steady increase in 
Construction Cost between 1996 and 2013 (this information is linked to 
Building Permits).  
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Construction Cost, 1996-2013 (Source: U.S. Census) 

Positives changes have been made since 2012: the city is facing a 
different fortune with builders, businessman and new residents  
choosing Sunland Park to do business and/or live. New annexations 
provide high quality facilities and services, avoiding duplication of 
services. In addition, annexation gives more participation than living in 
a larger community. New development has brought mixed-use 
residential consisting in single-family residential units, commercial 
uses and education uses. Steady growth and low taxes are attracting 
new residents; annexations and subdivisions started in 2007 with 439 
units, in 2010 was almost doubled by 809 units, in 2013 with 294 
units and this year we are in the process to annex new land 
developing 878 units divided into three phases.  

Projected Occupation by Subdivision (2015, 2020) 

2007 

2010 

2013 

2015 

For for more information 
please contact Jaime at 
jaime.castro@sunlandpar
k-nm.gov 
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The Housing & Community Development of Division of APA is 
undertaking a by-law revision. The revision is necessary to 
bring the division into line with the consolidated APA election 
process, and to update the by-laws to encompass 
contemporary modes of communication.  Our last update was 
in 2001, when the division title evolved from Housing & 
Human Services to Housing & Community Development.  
Watch for a separate email which will be sent to all current 
HCD members, with the proposed by-laws revision, and a link 
to vote on ratification. 

Notice 
APA HCD  
By-Laws Revision 

	  	  

Questions or Comments? Email apahcdnewsletter@gmail.com  

Announcement 
New Divisional Logo   
Check out our new logo! APA Housing & 
Community Development Division recently 
freshened up our logo. 
Please contact 
apahcdnewsletter@gmail.com to request 
the image files.   

Current Division Officers 
Chair  
Mitzi Barker, FAICP 
mbarker@mtaonline.net 
 
Vice Chair  
Lanette Glass, AICP 
glassl@hillsboroughcounty.org 
 
Secretary-Treasurer  
Amy Cole, AICP 
amy.cole@dhhs.nc.gov 
 

Opportunities 

We are looking for 
contributions for our Fall 
edition newsletter! 
 
Share your story by 
submitting an article, 
announcement, job 
posting or photos. 
Submissions are 
accepted on a rolling 
basis.  
 
Send us an email at 
apahcdnewsletter@gmail
.com for your draft or for 
more information!  

APA HCD Meeting at 
2015 Seattle National 
Conference  


