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Hola!
 
Summer is finally here and the Latinos and Planning 
Division (LAP) is pleased to share exciting news 
and Division updates in the latest edition of our 
newsletter. Division leadership and volunteers 
have been busy over the last few months working 
on conference activities, scholarships, and gearing 
up for upcoming events. 

The National Planning Conference (NPC) in Seattle 
this April was a huge success. LAP had a wonderful 
turn out at our annual by-right session, joint 
reception and mobile workshops. Attendance and interest were at an all-time 
high. I am honored to announce that this year LAP was recognized with the 2015 
APA Division Achievement Award of Education Excellence, for our Dialogo on the 
Border series. If you missed the conference in Seattle, we have included a brief 
recap of activities below. It’s hard to believe but APA is already busy preparing for 
the 2016 NPC taking place in Phoenix, Arizona. We hope you will join us there and 
get involved in volunteer conference planning activities already underway.

The summer newsletter also includes interesting articles from contributing 
members. The stories highlighted focus on pressing issues such as water 
conservation and community engagement in southern Nevada and the rapid 
growth in Latino populations in central Florida. 

I am also happy to announce that this year the Division was able to award two 
student scholarships. Read more below about Daniel Audelo and Jessica Medina, 
the two talented scholarship recipients pursuing advanced degrees in the field of 
planning.

Lastly, be on the lookout for upcoming information on Division elections taking 
place this Fall. While it has been a pleasure serving and contributing to the growth 
of LAP, I am happy to be chairing the elections committee and look forward to 
welcoming new leadership to the Division in 2016. Detailed election information 
and voting instructions will be hitting your inbox in the coming months. We need 
your help and remember every vote counts!

If you are interested in volunteering, the Division has openings on various 
committees. Please feel free to contact me or anyone on the leadership team 
directly (contact information below).

On behalf of the Division executive committee and leadership team we hope you 
enjoy the summer newsletter.

Gracias,

Monica Villalobos, Chair
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2015 APA National Planning Conference - Seattle, a 
Brief Overview

2015 NPC Seattle Recap
First and foremost we want to 
congratulate the LAP Conference 
Committee for all the hard work 
in organizing all the conference 
sessions, events and activities. 
Next, our session and mobile 
workshop speakers for their 
presentations and hospitality as 
we learn about their work and 
their communities. Of course we 
didn’t do it alone, we thank our 
partners from the APA California 
Chapter to all the Divisions that 
have collaborated with LAP to 
make our experience in Seattle a 
memorable one. And finally we 
want to thank you, the APA and 
LAP member and conference 
attendee supporting the Division 
by signing up with us and 
becoming new Division members, 
attending our By-Right session 
or participating in the Mobile 
Workshop.  Thank you for joining 
us as we bring sessions and panels 
that are important to you and us. 

by Vidal Marquez, LAP Communication Committee Co-Chair
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By-Right Recap
Year after year we’ve seen our 
by-right session increase with the 
amount of attendees. This year 
was no exception. The entire room 
was at capacity for our session 
“Culturally Complete Planning and 
Engagement”. Past LAP Chair and 
Co-Founder, Leonardo Vazquez, 
AICP/PP, Executive Director of 
the National Consortium for 
Creative Placemaking, began 
the conversation on creative 
placemaking and his work on 
developing cultural awareness 
skills for community building in 
the New Jersey area.  We were all 
delighted to hear from Milenko 
Matanovic of the Pomegranate 
Center. Matanovic introduced 
his perspective and process 
when collaborating with Native 
American Communities in the 
Pacific Northwest. He regaled 
us with his approach in art and 
poetry of community engagement 
and expressed the poetic power 
Planners can have. And finally 
we heard from Ivette Mongalo-
Winston, AICP regarding the 
difficulties and challenges 
of the planning process in 
making authentic community 
participation integrated with 
the decision-making process 
on mix-used development and 
low-income housing projects in 
communities such as Pittsburgh 
and Baltimore. 

For more information on the work 
of these speakers, please visit their 
respective websites. 

http://creativeplacemaking.
blogspot.com/

http://pomegranatecenter.org/

http://mongalo-winston.com/

Mobile Workshop Recap
Just a few minutes outside of 
Downtown Seattle, we were 
excited to have the hospitality 
of Casa Latina for our Mobile 
Workshop, “Immigrant Integration 
and Sustaining New Communities”. 
Executive Director Hilary Stern 
introduced their organization 
providing immigrant populations 
various skill-building services 
ranging from employment 
training to education support 
in Seattle. Next, Bridget Cook, 
Executive Director of Adelante 
Mujeres, joined us.  Based in 
Forest Grove, Oregon, Adelante 
Mujeres provides education and 
empowerment opportunities to 
low-income Latina women and 

their families. Cook explained a 
brilliant program assisting women 
developing skills in sustainable 
agriculture and economic 
development, leading to the 
creation of small businesses at 
Farmers Markets. And finally we 
heard from the Latino Public 
Participation Project by Gerardo 
Sandoval, Associate Director for 
the Center for Latino and Latin 
American Studies at the University 
of Oregon. Sandoval shared 
the work Student’s outreach 
in encouraging economic 
revitalization for Latino small 
business owners in Medford and 
Forest Grove, Oregon.
For more information on the work 
of these speakers, please visit their 
respected websites. 

http://casa-latina.org/

http://www.adelantemujeres.org/

http://cllas.uoregon.edu/
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A highlight for me at this year’s 
APA National Planning Conference 
in Seattle was the session, 
“Criminal Justice and the Planner’s 
Role”.  On Saturday, I had some 
free time walking the conference 
floor and I asked our Twitter @
LatinosPlanAPA followers for 
suggestions on what panels or 
sessions to attend.  After a few 
minutes I received a message 
to attend the Criminal Justices 
session. Luckily I was nearby but 
found a room full of people by the 
door trying to get in. I was able 
squeezed my way in and listen 
to a portion of the presentation. 
And I must say I was surprised, 
shocked and enlightened by this 

APA Highlight: Criminal Justice and Your Neighborhood
by Vidal Marquez, LAP Communication Committee Co-Chair

panel. The subject and topics are 
very emotional and personal as it 
relates to neighborhoods affected 
by facilities of incarceration, 
juvenile detention facilities and 
impact of the criminal justice 
systems in diverse communities. 
One presentation in particular, “Re-
Envisioning Justice Architecture” 
by Deanna Van Buren of Forum 
Design Studio, explains the ideas 
of restorative justice and designing 
the infrastructure of jails, prisons 
and other criminal justice 
facilities. Van Buren presented the 
Syracuse Peacemaking Project 
in the westside of Syracuse, New 
York, where Native American 
peacemaking practices divert 

quality-of-life crimes out of court 
and into a center designed to 
transform the current justice 
system into an open safe space for 
defendants and the community 
coming together to repair and 
resolve impacts of crime and those 
affected by it. The entire session 
presented many great ideas and I 
absolutely recommend Planners 
seek out more information 
regarding criminal justice and the 
Planner’s role. 

The session recording is available 
now free for Conference attendees 
at https://conference.planning.
org/conference/program/ 
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The Southwest continues to 
experience unprecedented 
drought with no end in sight. 
This drought is not new. 
California is in its third year of 
unprecedented drought and 
Nevada’s Lake Mead is in its 14th 
year of dwindling supplies. Water 
conservation measures should 
be embedded in everyone’s daily 
life. Like all community matters, 
water conservation is better 
managed and implemented 
locally.  Although regional efforts 
are beneficial to disseminating 
information, setting the tone 
and educating the public, 
tangible changes have a greater 
impact when the public has the 
opportunity to directly engage at 
the local level. 

Conservation and Community Engagement - 
Southern Nevada Setting the Example
by Esther Valle Rojas, Senior Analyst - Water Policy 

Southern Nevada has one of 
the most aggressive water 
conservation programs in the 
country. Despite explosive 
population growth between 2002 
and 2013, water consumption 
decreased by approximately 32 
billion gallons. Its success can 
be attributed to the intense 
community engagement 
effort. Through the formation 
of the Southern Nevada Water 
Authority (SNWA), created 
by regional municipal water 
providers to address Southern 
Nevada’s unique water needs; 
SNWA is committed to engage 
community stakeholders 
through an integrated resource 
planning process. For example, 
all municipalities within Southern 
Nevada have turf limitation 

ordinances for both residential 
and non-residential properties. 
Incorporating an integrated 
resource planning method has 
allowed for involvement of the 
public early in the planning 
process, analysis of both 
supply (resources) and demand 
(conservation), consideration of 
various community goals, and 
analysis of the trade-offs among, 
sometimes conflicting goals. 

Community engagement is not 
easy, it requires planning, patience 
and flexibility. Yet, as Southern 
Nevada has proven through its 
aggressive water conservation 
programs, when a community 
makes a commitment to engage 
its local community, the rewards 
can be unprecedented!   
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The Azalea Park neighborhood 
located, in east Orange County, 
has achieved a reputation as the 
Hispanic community in Central 
Florida with over 60% of residents 
identifying themselves as Latino. 
The Azalea Park community 
started as 400 acres of vacant land 
just east of the City of Orlando’s 
limits in 1952. Formerly an airport, 
the $7.5 Million development 
was the “crowning glory of the 
year.”  Boasting a completely 
new community, the Azalea Park 
development was one of the 
largest residential developments 
in Central Florida, with 1,100 
attractively priced homes for more 

than 4,000 residents. Azalea Park 
was designed as a community for 
young families with little spare 
cash; the price of a typical two 
bedroom home was just over 
$7,000.
 
As Central Florida grew and 
new developments were built, 
Azalea Park became known as 
a transitioning neighborhood. 
It also became a community 
known for having high statistics 
in crime, while suffering from 
deterioration and blight. In order 
to prevent the continuation 
of decline in Azalea Park and 
other similar neighborhoods 

Fast Growing Hispanic Community in Orange County, 
Central Florida
by Cristina Pichardo-Cruz, Senior Planner

the Orange County Board 
of County Commissioners 
approved the creation of the Safe 
Neighborhoods Program. The 
Safe Neighborhoods Program 
is a voluntary program to help 
Orange County residents address 
crime that causes neighborhoods 
to decline in quality and 
livability. Participation in the 
Safe Neighborhoods program 
gives residents direct control 
over a small allocation of funds 
to improve the overall safety of 
the community. The program 
partners citizens with the Orange 
County Sheriff’s Office, Orange 
County Government Departments 

LATINOS & PLANNING | SUMMER 2015
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Cristina is excited to be a new member of APA’s Latino and Planning Division. 
She currently lives in Orlando, FL, but was born and raised in MA. Cristina holds 
a Master’s in Public Service Management, with a focus in Planning and Urban 
Affairs from DePaul University in Chicago, IL and Bachelor’s in Sociology from Inter-
American University of Puerto Rico. Cristina has broad work experience in both 
the government and the nonprofit sector. She is currently a Senior Planner with 
Orange County Government, Neighborhood Preservation & Revitalization Division. 
In her position she oversees a community program called Safe Neighborhoods. 
The program provides historical neighborhoods access to funds for safety and 
beautification projects. It also provides a voice for the community and connects 
citizens to information and resources. Cristina also coordinates a traffic signal box 
art program called St.Art Something. Through the program residents paint or wrap 
traffic signal boxes with a community theme, such as culture or nature. This allows 
residents to add public art to their community and deter graffiti. What Cristina most 
enjoys about her position is working hands on with the community and seeing the 
impact it makes in the neighborhood. Cristina is looking forward to working with 
other members in LAP and helping it to grow, especially on the east coast. If you 
have any questions about the programs she works with or just want to know more 
about neighborhood planning please feel free to contact her at 
cristina.pichardo-cruz@ocfl.net.

New LAP Member Highlight: Cristina Pichardo-Cruz

and Divisions, the private 
sector, community stakeholders 
and others to collaboratively 
preserve and stabilize 
neighborhoods. 

Since the program’s inception 
the neighborhoods have had 
significant success in decreasing 
crime.  Over the last four years the 
Safe Neighborhoods have shown a 
collective and individual decrease 
in crime. The decrease in crime 
can directly be attributed to the 
crime prevention and public safety 
initiatives being utilized via the 
Safe Neighborhoods Program. The 
success experienced in the Safe 
Neighborhoods Program is a result 
of constant resident involvement 
using crime prevention techniques 
and community outreach. The 
model used to implement the 
program can be duplicated in 
other areas to assist with crime 
reduction and neighborhood 
improvement.
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LAP 2015 Scholarship Recipients

Scholarship Recipient: 
Daniel A. Audelo

Daniel grew up in California’s 
Central Valley, where he learned 
to appreciate the hardships 
faced by many Spanish speaking 
communities. It became his goal to 
work with Latino communities to 
overcome these hardships, and for 
the past several years he has been 
able to fulfill his goal. 

After completing his 
undergraduate studies at UC Irvine 
he moved back to his hometown 
of Bakersfield, California, which 
has a large Latino population. 
He was presented with many 
opportunities to meet and assist 
individuals in crisis during his 
tenure within Bakersfield’s non-
profit sector. Talking and working 
with these individuals allowed 
him to see what problems the 
community was facing as a 
whole. Specifically, his interest in 
transportation planning began 
when he worked for a homeless 
shelter in Bakersfield. One of 
his many duties was linking 
individuals to supportive services 
that could help them attain 
stable housing, income, medical 
assistance, or even vouchers for 
food. However, in doing this he 
realized that the biggest obstacle 
in people’s paths to receiving 
these services was a lack of 
transportation. This experience 

crystallized an idea that had been slowly coming to him. This concept 
was that the ease of which a person travels through a city greatly 
impacts a community’s ability to grow and prosper. With this thought 
in mind he decided to further his education so that he might be able to 
improve transportation services in cities like Bakersfield. 

He is currently pursuing a dual Masters degree in City and Regional 
Planning and Transportation Engineering at California Polytechnic 
State University. During his graduate courses he’s had the opportunity 
to work on many interesting and exciting projects. Currently, he is 
working on a parks master plan update for the City of Woodland as well 
as a complete streets design proposal for the City of San Luis Obispo. 
When the opportunity presents itself he also volunteers as a Spanish 
translator for community outreach efforts in Hispanic communities. He 
looks forward in expanding his skill sets as a planner and implement his 
skills in the communities he works for. 
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LAP 2015 Scholarship Recipients

Scholarship Recipient: 
Jessica Medina

Jessica Medina is the daughter 
of Mexican immigrants who 
settled in South Los Angeles in 
the 1980s. Growing up in Watts-- 
a neighborhood bounded by 
industrial uses, the 105 Freeway, 
and the Alameda Corridor-- 
sparked in Jessica an interest 
in environmental justice and 
community health. She holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in Urban 
Studies, with a specialization 
in architecture, from Columbia 
University. Jessica served two 
terms of AmeriCorps National 
Service prior to returning to 
Los Angeles in 2013: From 
2011-2012, she assisted with 
community development 
programs in the Central Valley 
of California, working with staff, 
council, and residents to build 
housing support for low-income 
and undocumented workers; 
from 2012-2013, she worked on 
youth engagement, affordable 
housing advocacy, and volunteer 
mobilization with Habitat for 
Humanity in New York City. 

Currently, Jessica works as an 
organizer for the Participatory 
Budgeting Project and coordinates 
community engagement and 
outreach efforts for participatory 
budgeting processes in Long 
Beach, California.  She recently 

completed a research assistantship to Dr. Manuel Pastor and affiliated 
researchers at the joint USC Program for Environmental and Regional 
Equity and the USC Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration. 
Jessica volunteers as a Program Coordinator with Watts Community 
Studio; where she is helping to develop and implement a summer 
youth employment program that will teach community health 
planning skills to high school students. Jessica is completing a dual 
master’s degree in Urban Planning and Public Policy at the USC Price 
School of Public Policy. After completing her degree in May 2016, she 
hopes to continue to work and grow with organizations that push 
the boundaries of the traditional definition of community economic 
development through participatory planning. 
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OAKLAND CONFERENCE 2015
Will you be in Oakland for the 2015 California Chapter Planning 
Conference? Be sure to check out the conference schedule and join LAP 
at a session or mobile workshop.

Cal APA Conference October 2-6, 2015 http://www.apacalifornia.org/
events/2015-chapter-conference-rooted-authenticity/

The 2015 California Planning Conference will be held from October 3-6, 
2015 at the Oakland Convention Center, part of the Oakland Marriott City 
Center. Come meet 1,000+ of your fellow planners and keep up to date 
with the latest developments in our field.
 
Oakland is on the rise. Uptown Oakland, one if APA’s 2014 Great 
Neighborhoods in America is just a short walk away. APA California - 
Northern is excited to host the conference in the rapidly changing and 
dynamic City of Oakland.

TOD MOBILE WORKSHOP
And the Latinos and Planning Division and the Transportation Division are 
sponsoring a mobile workshop featuring the Fruitvale Village and other 
TODs, “AuthentiCITY - AuthenTOD: Fruitvale TOD Village”. Visit http://www.
apacalifornia-conference.org/ to register. 

PHOENIX CONFERENCE 2016
Join APA in Phoenix for the 2016 National Planning Conference! 
Planning is already underway with calls for proposals due August 20, 2015. 
Check out the APA website for more information or if you are interested 
in helping LAP plan conference activities please contact conference chair, 
Larry Vasquez larry.vasquez@cityofvancouver.us
 
NPC in Phoenix April 2-5, 2016 https://conference.planning.org/
conference/

LAP DIVISION ELECTION TIME! 
LAP Division Elections are taking place this Fall. The new leadership will 
take office in 2016. Be on the lookout for more information in the coming 
months. For more information contact Monica.villalobos@aecom.com 

INTERESTING READ 
Check out the Director of Latino Lab at Colombia University, Professor 
Clara Irazabal’s article in Local Environment: The International Journal of 
Justice and Sustainability titled, “Emerging Issues in Planning: Ethno-Racial 
Intersections.”  http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cloe20/20/6

APA Members
Make sure to follow us on social media and look for our job announcements!

Announcements

Jobs Center

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Monica Villalobos, Chair
monica.villalobos2012@gmail.
com

Gabriela Juarez, Vice Chair
gabriela.juarez@lacity.org

Esther Valle-Rojas, Secretary/ 
Communications Chair
valle.esther@gmail.com

Larry Vasquez, Treasurer/
Conference Chair
Larry.Vasquez@
cityofvancouver.us

Jesus Cuellar, Student 
Representative
jcuellar07@gmail.com

LEADERSHIP

Joel Ulloa, Conference 
Co-Chair
joel.ulloa4@gmail.com

Vidal Marquez, 
Communications Co-chair
vidal.f.marquez@gmail.com

Ryan Banuelos, Newsletter 
Editor
rjbanuel@gmail.com

Veronica Soto, Membership 
Chair
VSoto@elpasodmd.org

Andres Acosta, Membership 
Co-chair
andres403@gmail.com
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