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1998. A great graphic presentation of principles by the master

Stern, Robert A.M. and John M. Massengale, The Anglo-American Suburb
A thorough collection of planning by developers at the turn of the century

Unwin, Raymond. Town Planning in Practice: An Introduction to the Art of Designing
Cities and Suburbs. Princeton Architectural Press, 1994.
Still the best general manual, published in 1909 and recently reprinted

Ward, Stephen V., ed., The Garden City. E&F N Spon, 1992

Whyte, William. City: Rediscovering the Center. Anchor Books, 1990.
Explains with precision how urban spaces really work

ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT SUGGESTIONS

Abercrombie, Patrick. Town and Country Planning. Revised by D. Rigby Childs. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1959 (1933).

Adams, Thomas. Harvard City Planning Studies VI: The Design of Residential Areas.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1934.
A good summary of technique at the last moment before the collapse

Adams, Thomas. Harvard City Planning Studies III: Neighborhoods of Small Homes.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1931.

Alexander, Christopher. The Nature of Order: An Essay on the Art of Building and the
Nature of the Universe, Book One: The Phenomenon of Life. New York: Oxford, 2001

Alexander, Christopher. The Nature of Order: An Essay on the Art of Building and the
Nature of the Universe, Book Two: The Process of Creating Life. New York: Oxford,
2003

Alexander, Christopher. The Nature of Order: An Essay on the Art of Building and the
Nature of the Universe, Book Three: A Vision of a Living World. New York: Oxford,
2003

Alexander, Christopher. The Nature of Order: An Essay on the Art of Building and the
Nature of the Universe, Book Four: The Luminous Ground. New York: Oxford, 2003

Anderson, R. John and Jason Miller, editors, Traditional Neighborhood Design, House
Plans, Volume 1,2 and 3, Saint Paul: HomeStyles Publishing and Marketing Inc. 1996

Anderson, Stanford, On Streets. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1978

2 Bold - Absolute must reads - R. Bernhardt



A collection of essays on this fundamental topic. Gauges the extent to which
street networks provide continuity, differentiation, and disruption of the urban
fabric and the ways in which they mold the character of civil and domestic life.
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New York: National Resources Defense Council, 1999.

Berry, Jeffrey, et. al. The Rebirth of Urban Democracy. Boston: Brookings Institution,
1993.

Beveridge, Charles E., et. al. Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing the American
Landscape. New York: Rizzoli, 1995.

Boeschenstein, Warren. Historic American Towns along the Atlantic Coast. Baltimore:
The Johns Hopkins Press, 1999

3 Bold - Absolute must reads - R. Bernhardt



Bressi, Todd, ed. The Seaside Debates: A Critique of the New Urbanism. New York:
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Bulfinch Press, 1992.

Kostof, Spiro. The City Shaped: Urban Patterns and Meanings through History. Bulfinch
Press, 1994.
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21st Century. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996.
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Kunstler, James Howard. The Geography of Nowhere: The Rise and Decline of
America's Man-Made Landscape. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994.
A scathingly humorous history and criticism of suburbia

Langdon, Philip. A Better Place To Live: Reshaping the American Suburb. Harper
Perennial, 1995.
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Lessinger, Jack , Penturbia, Seattle, WA: Socio Economics, 1991
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Preference Survey

Newman, Oscar, Defensible Space, NY: The Macmillan Company 1972
A classic, explaining how security can be achieved by physical design
Crime Prevention through Urban Design

Nolen, John, New Towns for Old, Marshall Jones Company 1927
A summary of theory and practice by the great American master of the 1920's

Nolen, John, Replanning Small Cities

Oldenburg, Ray. The Great Good Place. Paragon House, 1991.
Cafes, coffee shops, community centers, beauty parlors, general stores, bars,
hangouts and how they get you through the day

Olmsted, Frederick Law: Civilizing American Cities - Writings on City Landscapes ; Da
Capo, 1997

Olmsted, Frederick Law, Public Parks and the Enlargement of Towns. New York: Arno
Press, 1970 (reprint of 1870 Ed.)
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Parks, Warren Wright. The Mariemont Story. Cincinnati: Creative Writers, 1967

Pick, Maritza. The Sierra Club Guide to Community Organizing: How to Save Your
Neighborhood, City, or Town. Sierra Club Books, 1993.

Polyzoides, Stefanos, et. al. Courtyard Housing in Los Angeles: A Typological Analysis.
Princeton Architectural Press, 1992.

Purdom, C.B., The Building of Satellite Towns. London: J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, 1949
The English experience by a participant

Putnam, Robert D. Bowling Alone. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000

Reich, Robert B. The Work of Nations: Preparing Ourselves for 21st Century Capitalism.
Random House, 1992.

Rasmussen, Steen Eiler, London: The Unique City. New York: The Macmillan Co, 1937
See below

Rasmussen, Steen Eiler. Towns and Buildings. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press, 1951
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Both these books are profoundly humanist descriptions of cities.

Reps, John. Cities on Stone. Forth Worth: Amon Carter Museum, 1976
Great aerial views in color with 19th Century Images of the Urban West

Reps, John. The Making of Urban America. Princeton University Press, 1965, 1994,
($45.00 pap.) A comprehensive masterwork with fabulous illustrations

Rybczynski, Witold. City Life. New York: Scribner, 1995.

Rybczynski, Witold. Home. New York: Viking, 1986
A short and entertaining history of domestic life

Scully, Vincent. Architecture: The Natural and the Manmade. St. Martins Press, 1993.
The best general history on both architecture and planning

Sennett, Richard. The Conscience of the Eye: The Design and Social Life of Cities. W.
W. Norton, 1992.

Sennett, Richard. The Fall of Public Man. W. W. Norton, 1992.

Sewell, John. The Shape of the City: Toronto Struggles With Modern Planning.
University of Toronto Press, 1993.
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the Public Works Administration. Stanley-Brown. Washington, D.C.: Public Works
Administration : USGPO, 1939.

Solomon, Daniel. Rebuilding. Princeton Architectural Press, 1992.

Sorkin, Michael, Variations on a Theme Park. New York: Noonday Press, 1992
A critical tour of suburbia by 10 intellectuals. Margaret Crawford’s essay report
on retail is brilliant

Southworth, Michael, Streets and the Shaping of Towns and Cities, New York: McGraw-
Hill, 1996

Stilgoe, John R., Borderland: Origins of the American Suburb, 1820-1939. New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1988
The best specialized history of suburbia avoiding the topic of post-war
degeneration

Stilgoe, John R., Common Landscape of America, 1580 to 1845. New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1982
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Stubben, Joseph, Der Stadtebau. Liepzig: J.M. Gebhardt, 1924
A famous text, unfortunately in German, but the illustrations are very valuable

Suarez, Ray. Old Neighborhood : What We Lost in the Great Suburban Migration, 1966-
1999, New York: Free Press, 1999.

Sucher, David. City Comforts. City Comforts Press, 1995.

Summerson, John, Georgian London. New York: Scribner, 1946
This book can be read as a history of good developers creating a great city

Stephenson, Bruce. Visions of Eden. Columbus: Ohio State Univ Press
The Nolen Plan for St Petersburg, FL and how it wasn’t implemented

Thacker, Chris, History of Gardens. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1979
A good general history of gardens

Tunnard, Christopher, The City of Man. New York: Scribner, 1970
An elegant early critique of modernist planning by a famous modernist designer

Tunnard, Christopher, The Modern American City. Princeton: Van Nostrand Co., 1968
A collection of important historical texts with insightful introductions

Urban Land Institute (J. C. Nichols), The Community Builders Handbook, 1947 edition,
2000 reprint by ULL.

Van Der Ryn, Sim and Calthorpe, Peter. Sustainable Communities: A New Design
Syntheses for Cities, Suburbs, and Towns. Sierra Club Books, 1991.

Von Sydow, O. ed., The International Cities and Town Planning Exhibition, 1923
A catalog of planning complied at its magisterial high point

Wentling, James W., Designing a Place Called Home: Reordering the Suburbs. New
York: Chapman & Hall, 1994.
Book aimed at the conventional homebuilder.

Wycherley, R. E. , How the Greeks Built Cities. Martins, 1967
The best book on ancient planning, an unattainable ideal, but still useful

Zaitzevsky, Cynthia, Frederick Law Olmstead and The Boston Park System. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1982.
The best proposals ever for urban parks and parkways, well illustrated

! Comments from Andres Duany and Rick Bernhardt

10 Bold - Absolute must reads - R. Bernhardt



	INDISPENSABLE
	Additional Important Suggestions


