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Both these books are profoundly humanist descriptions of cities. 
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The best general history on both architecture and planning 
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Short, C. W. Public buildings : a survey of architecture of projects constructed by federal 
and other governmental bodies between the years 1933 and 1939 with the assistance of 
the Public Works Administration. Stanley-Brown. Washington, D.C.: Public Works 
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Sorkin, Michael, Variations on a Theme Park. New York: Noonday Press, 1992 
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Southworth, Michael, Streets and the Shaping of Towns and Cities, New York: McGraw-
Hill, 1996 
 
Stilgoe, John R., Borderland: Origins of the American Suburb, 1820-1939. New Haven: 
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Stubben, Joseph, Der Stadtebau. Liepzig: J.M. Gebhardt, 1924 
A famous text, unfortunately in German, but the illustrations are very valuable 

 
Suarez, Ray. Old Neighborhood : What We Lost in the Great Suburban Migration, 1966-
1999, New York: Free Press, 1999.  
 
Sucher, David. City Comforts. City Comforts Press, 1995. 
 
Summerson, John, Georgian London. New York: Scribner, 1946 

This book can be read as a history of good developers creating a great city 
 
Stephenson, Bruce. Visions of Eden.  Columbus: Ohio State Univ Press  
 The Nolen Plan for St Petersburg, FL and how it wasn’t implemented 
 
Thacker, Chris, History of Gardens. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1979 

A good general history of gardens 
 
Tunnard, Christopher, The City of Man. New York: Scribner, 1970 

An elegant early critique of modernist planning by a famous modernist designer 
 
Tunnard, Christopher, The Modern American City. Princeton: Van Nostrand Co., 1968 

A collection of important historical texts with insightful introductions 
 
Urban Land Institute (J. C. Nichols), The Community Builders Handbook, 1947 edition, 
 2000 reprint by ULI.  
 
Van Der Ryn, Sim and Calthorpe, Peter. Sustainable Communities: A New Design 
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Von Sydow, O. ed., The International Cities and Town Planning Exhibition, 1923 

A catalog of planning complied at its magisterial high point 
 
Wentling, James W., Designing a Place Called Home: Reordering the Suburbs. New 
York: Chapman & Hall, 1994.  
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Wycherley, R. E. , How the Greeks Built Cities. Martins, 1967 
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Zaitzevsky, Cynthia, Frederick Law Olmstead and The Boston Park System. Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Press, 1982. 

The best proposals ever for urban parks and parkways, well illustrated 
 
                                                 
i  Comments from Andres Duany and Rick Bernhardt 

 10 Bold - Absolute must reads - R. Bernhardt 


	INDISPENSABLE
	Additional Important Suggestions


