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From the Chair

by Martin Scribner, AICP

Well, here we are, at the end of another fi scal year and nearly at the end of my term as Chair of 
the Division.  After 10 years of involvement in division leadership activities, I’ve decided that it’s 
time to move on to other exciting things and let someone else take the reins.  With that, I would 
like to announce your new division offi  cers, who will take their seats on January 1, 2016:

Chair – Christine Dersi Davis, AICP

Vice-Chair – Craig Lewis, AICP, LEED AP, CNU-A

Secretary-Treasurer – Michael Ionna, AICP

Please join me in welcoming them! I’m confi dent that they will bring new energy and ideas to 
the division over the next two years.  Also, help me in congratulating Wendy Moeller, AICP, our 
current Secretary-Treasurer, on being elected as the Region IV APA Board member!

And thanks to our nominating committee for all their hard work: Wendy Moeller, Andy 
Videkovich and Ray Chiaramonte.  

In this issue of our newsletter, we present the winner of the 2015 Gina Tirinnanzi, AICP Memorial 
Scholarship: Wei Lui, a graduate planning student from the University of Miami.  The scholarship 
was awarded in Seattle and his winning paper, outlining some characteristics between New 
Urbanism in the US and in China, is reprinted in this newsletter.  You will also read an article from 
Andy Boenau, our Newsletter editor, entitled, “Getting People to Care About Our Boring Industry,” 
as well as a notice regarding a recent partnership between the Form-Based Codes Institute and 
Planetizen.

Moreover, I would like to request that you take a moment to fi ll out our online membership 
survey, which is designed to help us improve our services to our members over the coming 
months.  It should take approximately 5-10 minutes and can be found at: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/NUD

Finally, I’d like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve the division as its Chair for 
the last 2 years.  Over the last several years, the relevancy of New Urbanism has become more 
apparent than ever, with communities all over the country specifi cally asking for things like 
walkability, mixed-use, public transit and a return to sustainable patterns of development that 
enables these things.  I’m glad to say that the Division has been a part of that push and I’m happy 
to have been a part of that in some small way.  It has been an honor and I look forward to seeing 
what the new division leaders have in store for us.  

See you in Phoenix in April!

Martin Scribner is Chair of the New Urbanism Division and the Development Services Director for the City of Maricopa, 

AZ.  He can be reached at martin.scribner@maricopa-az.gov. 
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Planetizen and the Form-Based Codes 
Institute Partners to Create “Form-
Based Codes 101”  Video Training Series
Los Angeles – A partnership between Planetizen Courses and the Form-Based Codes Institute 
has produced a new series of online video training courses explaining the concepts and best 
practices behind form-based codes. Now available in full, the Form-Based Codes 101 series 
provides in-depth, step-by-step instruction in why and how communities are adopting this 
groundbreaking innovation in land use regulation. Form-based codes have been growing 
in prominence over several decades—designed to improve on the shortcomings of the 
zoning and planning practices of much of the 20th century. Form-based codes, in a variety of 
applications in cities all over the country, are helping communities rediscover a sense of place, 
revitalize the public realm, and approve developments that off er economic as well as cultural 
benefi ts. 

The “Form-Based Codes” series comprises eight courses taught by members of the Form-
Based Codes Institute, a non-profi t professional organization dedicated to advancing the 
understanding and use of form-based codes:

� Introduction (Instructors: Victor Dover, Mary Madden, and Tony Perez)

� Learning How To Look (Instructors: Tony Perez and Geoff rey Ferrell)

� Neighborhoods (Daniel Parolek and Geoff rey Ferrell)

� Corridors (Kaizer Rangwala and Geoff rey Ferrell)

� Downtowns (Victor Dover and Mary Madden)

� Preparing a Form-Based Code (Lisa Wise and Daniel Parolek)

� Legal Aspects (Daniel K. Slone and Daniel Parolek)

� Citywide and Countywide Code Updates (Peter Park, Lisa Wise, and Daniel Parolek)

“This series provides a great opportunity for both laypersons and practicing planners to gain a 
basic understanding of an innovative tool,” says Mary Madden, principal of Ferrell Madden LLC 
and chair of the Form-Based Codes Institute. “Many communities are realizing that conventional 
zoning produces sprawling, unsustainable development patterns, and form-based codes are 
an important tool for rethinking development regulations in order to build compact, walkable, 
mixed-use places.”

Combining for over nine hours of instruction, the “Form-Based Codes 101” series off ers 
planners, policy makers, and engaged citizens skills critical to the success of urban initiatives. 
For professional certifi cation purposes, planners can benefi t from a total of 8 AICP CM credits, 
and landscape architects can earn 9 LA CES appointments. The entire series is available as a 
“track” on the Planetizen Courses website [https://courses.planetizen.com/track/form-based-
codes-101]. 

The “Form Based Codes 101” series is one of the latest in the growing library of Planetizen 
Courses, developed by (and for) the urbanist, planning, design, and development communities. 
New Planetizen Courses are released every week and optimized for smartphones and tablets, 
recognizing the rapidly growing trend of using mobile devices to access online education.

About Planetizen
Planetizen is a public-interest information exchange for the urban planning, design, and 
development community—a one-stop source for urban planning news, editorials, book 

reviews, jobs, and education. Planetizen provides a forum for people across the political 
and ideological spectrum, ensuring a healthy debate on these and other important  issues. 
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Planetizen is supported and developed by Urban Insight, Inc.

About Planetizen Courses
Planetizen Courses have been developed in collaboration with working professionals to bring 
you knowledge that you can use in your work. We’ve been providing online courses since 2005, 
with classes taught by professionals for professionals.

Convincing People to Care About Our 
Boring Industry
by Andy Boenau, AICP

“What do you do for a living?”

“I’m an urban planner.”

“Aren’t those the people who tell me I can’t build a shed in my own yard or let my kids walk to 
school?”

We professional planners are so often disconnected from people. I’ve been happily working in 
this boring industry for almost 20 years.

As a fellow member of the industry, I have good news and bad news. 

     •Bad news: I don’t know if what I’m about to share will help you.

     •Good news: what I’m about to share is helping me. 

My not-so-secret secret is…

Tell short, clear stories that focus on the human experience.

That’s it?! Pretty much. Professional marketers have known this for ages. So have journalists.

Humans have understood storytelling ingredients since the dawn of time. Before billboards, 
newspapers, blogs, and YouTube, people etched narratives into cave walls. 

Now that we’re so civilized and advanced, we fool ourselves into thinking industry jargon and 
complex presentations are necessary.

You know who cares about your elaborate project write-up packed with every known industry 
buzzword? No one. You don’t even like it. It feels forced and fake and bloated. And it is!

The work of urban planners has direct and measurable impact on other people. Our mission is 
to make people’s lives better – to leave the world a better place than we found it.

You want people to read about your work. You want them to care about your project. 

“Enough abstract talk, Andy. Give me an example.”

Real-world example that I just made up (but seriously, you’ll fi nd this everywhere)

We upgraded the facility by improving access and restoring multimodal connections according 
to the latest guidelines, overseeing all aspects of design and monitoring construction of 
the fi rst phase of implementation for this important project that was funded by a regional 
government agency.

You did what?

No wonder your teenager won’t eat dinner with you. Your peers hate reading that drivel. What 
makes you think a potential client will get excited by it?

Real-world alternate example that I just made up (but seriously, I’ve used this exact description):

We made it possible for people to safely walk across a busy intersection.

Continued on p 4
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Stop taking yourself so seriously. I know that college diploma was expensive, and it’s tempting 
to remind people that you’re qualifi ed.

But if you can articulate your work using plain language, people will want to hear more of your 
stories. 

Try thinking in simple story terms when you’re networking.

“Andy, what do you do for a living?”

Possible responses:

     • I help make streets safe and comfy for walking or riding bikes.

     • I’m a street artist.

     • I’m helping to restore peace and love in public spaces.

Like I said, I don’t know if this will make a diff erence in your corner of our boring industry. But 
it’s helping me.

Andy Boenau, AICP is a plangineer who likes to promote livable transportation systems in terms that 

his young kids understand. Grown-ups describe his area of expertise as “human-scale design”. When he 

isn’t taking pictures of streets and sidewalks, Andy hosts the Urbanism Speakeasy podcast. He lives in 

Richmond, VA and works for Timmons Group.

NUD members once again receive an automatic subscription to the Planning Webcast Series!  
Webcasts are held most Fridays from 1:00 - 2:30 PM ET and are worth 1.5 CM Credits.  Visit the 
series webpage to view and register for sessions.

View & Register: www.utah-apa.org/webcasts

Presentation PDFs: www.ohioplanning.org/planningwebcast

Video Recordings: www.youtube.com/planningwebcast

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
www.facebook.com/pages/APA-New-Urbanism-Division

Continued from p 3
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To Develop New Urbanism With 
“Chinese Characteristics”
by Wei Liu

Abstract
With the development of a market economy, national policy and transition of society in China, 
suburbanization is a relatively new phenomenon. In this essay, the author focuses on the 
concept of New Urbanism and a comparison of development styles in China and the U.S. With 
the comparison, the author proposes some suggestions as to how to translate the language of 
New Urbanism in China. 

The background of New Urbanism
New Urbanism has been gradually gaining ground in contemporary America. After World War II, 
wealthy people from larger cities migrated to the suburbs in search of privacy, which eventually 
caused the unordered sprawl of cities. It has gradually caused a series of social, economic 
and environmental problems for planners: automobile dependence, energy waste, pollution 
in cities, homogeneity of city lives and racial diff erentiation, etc. New Urbanism focuses on 
the “community” reconstruction, attempting to redesign the suburban development model 
according to the traditional small town model and reshaping communities to a more compact 
pattern, therefore avoiding the development model of suburban sprawl. This kind of city design 
has catered to the trend of pursuing cultural traditions and sustainable development in the 
contemporary era and has succeeded in its business operation, turning into a popular genre 
in the fi eld of urban design in America at the end of the 20th century, generating a profound 
infl uence on other countries. 

The ideological connotation of New Urbanism
New Urbanism is a product of modern criticism and an achievement from various design 
research of architecture and urban planning in the 1960s. The theory has been developed 
on the basis of Howard’s “Garden City”, the British “New Town and Satellite Town Movement”
�Saarinen’s “ Theory of Organic Decentralization”, Wright’s theory of  “The Broadacre City” 
and Perry’s theory of “The Neighborhood Unit”. The core idea advocated by New Urbanism 
is: 1. Paying attention to regional planning and an emphasis on solving issues from that 
regional angle; 2. Considering the human as the center and emphasizing harmony with the 
built environment and the support to human social life; 3. Respecting history and nature, 
emphasizing the interactions with people.

The design concept of New Urbanism
The town and community design of New Urbanism is essentially a kind of sustainable 
development model of towns and communities, the basic idea of which is to explore 
inspiration from traditional urban planning and designing ideas to combine with the features 
of modern life and to replace the unattractive suburbanization model with communities 
appreciated by people with local characteristics and cultural atmospheres. New urbanists 
believe that interests of the public should have priority over private interests in community 
design. This becomes the basis by which decisions are made, from the interrelation between 
architectural design and public space to the arrangement of architecture types and functions, 
and it is implemented in all levels of city design. 

The major characteristics of New Urbanism 
1. Walkability, advocating reducing the use of cars, but it does not exclude increasing choices of 
using a variety of travel modes to balance with the dominant position of cars. 

2. Diversity - three new types for land development have been proposed, including the city 
type, the neighborhood type and secondary area, but each of these types is a unit of space 
with multiple functions and a mixture of houses, employment and public lands, etc.

3. Aff ordability - land development in colleges and universities helps the reduction of air 
pollution, so it’s good for the environment. It has reduced the dependence on the car, so it’s 
good for low income families and commercial organizations. It makes full use of basic designs, 
so it’s good for public taxpayers. 

Continued on p 6

Wei Liu is the recipient of 
the 2015 Gina Tirinnanzi 
Scholarship.   
“To Develop New 
Urbanism With Chinese 
Characteristics” is his 
winning submission essay.  
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The diff erent development backgrounds between China and the United States
As a relatively new urban design concept, the infl uence of new urbanism becomes wider. 
Currently, China is experiencing great economic development, with the number of cities 
increasing and the acreage of cities expanding. With this trend, economists advocate the 
expansion of suburbanization. 

The wealthy class in American big cities has migrated outwards spontaneously, which makes 
the tendency of suburbanization sprawl worse and worse, creating urban center decay 
and urban revenue decline.  Tedious residential areas appear in suburban areas which lack 
community sensitivity, neighborhood atmosphere, and community belongingness. The 
widespread use of cars makes vehicular traffi  c increase and makes shopping and recreation 
become long distance activities, while polluting the environment. New Urbanism returns to 
the community neighborhood environment, which makes the loose living area concentrated 
and reduces the waste of land. The settings of public facilities such as commercial agencies 
decrease the commute times of people driving long distances, which makes people’s lives more 
convenient and reduces environmental pollution at the same time. 

Currently, the big cities in China are in a stage of concentrated development, while city 
suburbanism in the U.S. appeared after industrialized society, and cities have changed 
concentrated development into diff used development, whose eff ect is stronger than 
concentrated development. Although there is a tendency of centrifugal development in China, 
the eff ect of concentration is stronger than diff usion and the urban center remains the core 
of city economic activities. In order to solve the urban problem and overcome city expansion, 
suburbanism remains the new idea for many big cities’ development and the edge construction 
of New Urbanism will likely promote suburbanization in China. Successful edge construction 
of the community can enhance the supporting infrastructure in suburbs and promote the 
formation and development of multi-centers of the city. The planning ideas of New Urbanism 
can prevent the sprawling of development as well as protect the integrity of the central city.

1. Diff erences in urban development stages
U.S. suburbanization appeared at the end of concentrated urbanization, when the middle and 
upper classes of the city didn’t want to live in the city center anymore and moved to suburban 
areas. The main reasons are the traffi  c congestion, environmental degradation, high crime 
rate and taxes etc. Meanwhile, China is in the developing stage and due to the adjustment of 
national policy, big cities have started to develop at an unprecedented rate, which makes for 
wide expansion of population and urban land consumption.

2. Diff erences in scope and level of suburbanization
U.S. cities have entered into the phase of suburbanization as a whole, in other words, many 
cities have been covered in the process of suburbanization in the United States, which is 
relatively consistent at the national level. Meanwhile, because the cities in China are still in the 
concentrated urbanization stage nationwide, the development of cities drives the surrounding 
areas, but not equal to suburbanization.

3. Diff erences in the main bodies of suburban development
The U.S. is a market-oriented country, which has a developed market economy. The market is 
the main body of urban suburbanization and the government only plays the role of promotion 
and administration. However, land in China is nationalized, so the Chinese government 
has a tendency to make unifi ed plans and development policies. The essence of current 
development is the appearance of the increase in city scale in concentrated urbanization 
process, rather than suburbanization.

4. Diff erences in results caused by suburbanization
The suburbanization of American cities is followed by the fading of the city center and 
suburban expansion, or even replaced the dominance of the center district, leading to the 
reorganization of the city, with the main power generation relocating to the outskirts of the 
city. But in Chinese urbanization, there is no phenomenon of the central area fading. On the 
contrary, the vitality grows stronger, even with the rapid expansion of the city scale and the 
structure of the city becoming more and more complex. 

Continued from p 5

Continued on p 7
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Advantages of the new urbanism in the practice of China
1. The diversity of architectural types and layout

First, diverse types of housing improve the character and the sense of belonging to the place. 
Secondly, the mixed arrangement of various types of construction satisfi es the requirements of 
the residents’ living, psychology and other needs.

2. Reasonable road design and planning
Road design is mainly embodied by the designs of separation of pedestrians and vehicles, 
curvy roads, and high concentrations of pedestrians. A speed limit is set for the vehicles to 
ensure the safety of the pedestrians.

3. Iconic creation
New Urbanism is usually expressed as the creation of landmark buildings in Chinese design 
practice, which gives the strong sense of place and direction to the residents.

Disadvantages of the new urbanism in Chinese practice
1. The sense of belonging in cities are in chaos
New Urbanism focuses on the continuation, retention and even redevelopment of culture 
and tradition, which espouses a city’s physical form in relation to its history, culture, and 
architecture. A neighborhood should be treated as lively and should be maintained, retained, 
developed, and updated on the basis of its life history and ecology. Once it is lost, the city 
or community will lose its soul. However, the model of New Urbanism is mostly applied 
mechanically in Chinese communities and town construction of New Urbanism at present, 
which mechanically imitates the so-called “European Flavor” only in appearance, and ignores 
subordinate features of the cultural nature. Undoubtedly, it is like water without a source or a 
tree without roots, for the lack of a deep understanding of relevant cultural backgrounds and 
blindly building so-called “exotic customs”.

2. Distinct styles
Many habitation regions of New Urbanism do not take into account the specifi c environment 
characteristics in the process of construction and design, which causes the whole 
disconnection between new planning regions and existing areas in the area. It also leads to the 
prevalent phenomenon that a city presents two appearances, which is worth pondering. 

3. The synonym of the rich area

New Urbanism is aimed at providing common people with a better habitation environment. 
But the high prices of living in many such developments have often restricted this to the 
wealthy.

4. Negative public space

The reservation of suffi  cient green space for city residents have been realized in the vast 
majority of planning, and especially in the case of advocating the design of New Urbanist ideas, 
with public space and greenbelts as the focus of the design. However, these often remain on 
the drawings in the process of urban construction, instead of truly building a comfortable 
public space or an open green land. It turns out that residents don’t notice these places, but 
pass by hurriedly. 

The meaning of the reference of New Urbanism in China
New Urbanism still has referential meaning to our country’s urban construction in terms of the 
thought and form. The core concept is that the development of a city’s economy, society and 
culture could be human-oriented and fully adopts humanized design techniques to return 
to a humane and multifaceted community. The development would also return to the nature 
and emphasize that city. Its adjacent regions and natural environment should be regarded 
as a whole in the coordination of economy, society and ecology to maintain sustainable 
development of the economy, society and natural environment. 

Currently, a handful of real estate projects have applied the design concept of New Urbanism in 
our country. For example, there is a real estate project in Tianjin which applied the concept of 
New Urbanism, which has introduced the theme of small town and block housing, attempting 
to establish comprehensive auxiliary facilities of public buildings and create an urban 

Continued from p 6

Continued on p 8
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commercial atmosphere. Included in the design are the shared ownership of cars, horizontal 
separation, the design language of the combination of tradition and modernization, etc. The 
residential quarter is built with a beautiful surrounding environment, intimate atmosphere of 
the neighborhood, customer-friendly yardstick, and a strong sense of community.  Comfortable 
and convenient functions are welcomed by owners and have been applauded in the market. 

Known from this simple pattern of living, the New Urbanism describes a kind of perfect 
blueprint of living. It is a kind of way of living for human beings which is formed on the basis 
of traditional U.S. culture, is rooted in the soil of Western civilization, and provides a solution 
to living problems in the face of the real society. The New Urbanism of China can be the one 
that is directly taken from the style of the Western town. But why not take its basic concepts 
and select the essence? Actually, from our local villages and historic cities, we can also discover 
the primitive and refi ned style, customer-friendly yardstick, divergent living architectures, 
and intimate atmosphere of the neighborhood; and abundant civic lives and cultural details 
within reach on the street, which can be pleasant to the eye, comfortable and convenient as 
well. In this sense, the scope of the New Urbanism’s meaning has been expanded. However, 
as a method of urban planning, the New Urbanism seems somewhat insuffi  cient, for it cannot 
solve the living problems of the low and medium-income families, which fails to comply with 
the original intention of aff ordability. These social problems can be progressively solved by 
means of strengthening the macro control, the construction of transportation systems and the 
construction of infrastructure in suburban regions.

Conclusion
In terms of the material manifestation of urban development, similarities in urban spatial 
form exist between China and the United States.  That is to say, China’s urbanization also has 
the suburbanization that western cities have experienced. However, by analysis we can fi nd 
that cities in China are actually in the phase of centralized urbanization, which is a phase that 
western cities have never experienced before. We need to prudently see through our actual 
situation that our country has a huge scale of population and relatively insuffi  cient land 
resources, so that the low-density developing pattern of American suburbs is not suitable for 
us, and taking the road of intensifi cation, healthy urbanization is the choice suitable for our 
national conditions. 

The New Urbanism can be a kind of good medicine, curing urban diseases to some degree, 
but it is not an elixir for solving all of the social problems. With the advancement of society, 
and the development of science and technology as well as economy, new contradictions will 
be produced. Therefore, the design concept to solve the contradictions will emerge as the 
times require, thereby achieving the inevitable result of human beings’ continuous progress 
and development. Generally speaking, the sustainable and ecological design concept of 
New Urbanism will eventually become the common pursuit of human beings’ construction 
of residential areas, whose various theories and practices are worth learning from and will be 
benefi cial for us to form a forward-looking ideology, promoting the healthy development of 
residential environment and continuous improvement of life quality. 

Wei Liu is a Masters Student of Urban Design at the University of Miami School of Architecture.


