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Message from the Chair
By Scott Turner

As 2015 comes to a close, I hope 
everyone takes time to reflect on all 
your efforts and accomplishments over 
the past year.  Sometimes we become 
so focused on our day to day activities, 
whether they be personal or profes-
sional, that we forget to stop and 

remind ourselves about all we have accomplished.  The end 
of each year is certainly a time to evaluate where we are and 
also how far we have come.  At the beginning of 2015, I had 
not contemplated that I would be sitting here writing this 
article as Chair for the Sustainable Communities Division.  
I am thankful for the opportunity to be the Chair, as well 
as the opportunity to work with such a wonderful group 
of dedicated professionals and volunteers that make the 
Division as vibrant as it is.  Below is a list of the Divisions 
accomplishments in 2015:
» Membership grew by approximately 75 members, or

16%.
» We currently have eleven sponsors including Clarion,

Dewberry, Farr Associates, ICLEI, Lehigh Valley
Planning Commission, mySidewalk by MindMixer,
Nitsch Engineering, Teska, the United States Green
Building Council, VHB, and WRT.  Thank you to our
sponsors.

» Our bi-monthly e-bulletin won an APA Divisions
Council Achievement Award at the National Confer-
ence in Seattle.

» The Division also received the APA Branding Excel-
lence Award for a Division.

» We published two newsletters.
» SCD held four webinars (with AICP CM credit) to

900+ participants.
» Our Sustainability Champions program continues to

grow and thrive.  We welcomed Angie Vincent as a 
New Sustainability Champion for Massachusetts.

» The Division had a strong presence at the National 
Planning Conference in Seattle:  including multiple 

sessions, a well-attended business meeting, and a 
fun reception and awards reception at Pike Place in 
Seattle.

» The APA Smart Cities and Sustainability Task Force
(co-lead by SCD with the Technology and Trans-
portation Divisions) completed its work, presented
a strong report to the APA Board, and will continue
this work as a new Divisions Council Initiative.

» SCD provided leadership during the APA Delegate
Assembly at the National Conference in Seattle to
review the update APA Sustainability Policy Guide.

» We conducted a survey of the membership to under-
stand what they need and want from the Division.

2016 is shaping up to be even better.  Although the Seattle 
conference does not seem like it was too long ago, it is not 
too early to look forward to the 2016 National Conference 
to be held in Phoenix on April 2-5.  The Division is hard at 
work planning great events for the 2016 National Confer-
ence.  We hope all Division members that can attend do 
so.  We invite you to learn and celebrate with Sustainable 
Communities in Phoenix!
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Student Essay Contest
The Sustainable Communities Division is welcoming submissions for 
its first ever student essay contest. The contest aims to recognize and 
foster the academic excellence of university students pursuing studies 
in fields related to sustainable community planning. One undergradu-
ate student and one graduate student will receive awards of $250 each 
for essays on any subject that address items from the draft update of 
the APA’s Sustainability Policy Guide through a planning perspective. 
All submissions are due by February 27, 2016, and winners will be 
recognized at the Sustainable Communities Division’s Reception at 
the 2016 APA National Conference in Phoenix, AZ. More informa-
tion will be available soon on our website: apascd.wordpress.com

Updates from the Leadership and Policy 
Committee

Anne Miller, Leadership and Policy Committee Chair

Sustainability Champions Pilot Program 

The Leadership & Policy Committee of the Sustainable Communi-
ties Division (SCD) led the development of the pilot Sustainability 
Champions Program in 2014-15. Thirteen Sustainability Champions 
in 12 states across the country make up this initial leadership group. 
These Champions form the core group of what is envisioned as a 
national Sustainability Champions Network. These Champions have 
been busy with outreach and education efforts to promote sustainabil-
ity planning in their regions and state chapters. Examples of activities 
include workshops at state conferences (KY, IL, CO, NV), outreach 
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‘TIS THE SEASON
Please accept with no obligation, implied or implicit, our 
best wishes for an environmentally conscious, socially 
responsible, low-stress, non-addictive, gender-neutral 

celebration of the winter solstice holiday, practiced within 
the most enjoyable traditions of the religious persuasion 

of your choice, or secular practices of your choice, 
with respect for the religious/secular persuasion and/or 

traditions of others, or their choice not to practice religious 
or secular traditions at all.

IN OTHER WORDS – HAVE A FUN, SAFE, 
AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON FROM THE 

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES DIVISION!

Contact
apascd@gmail.com
linkd.in/apa-scd
twitter.com/apascd
www.facebook.com/apascd
apascd.wordpress.com

Copyright © 2015 by the American 
Planning Association, Sustainable 
Communities Division

Continued on Page 4
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Volunteer Profile: Jennifer Koch
Jenny Koch, AICP, has been volunteering with the 
Sustainable Communities Division since 2012, when she 
came on board as the Newsletter Editor. She has been the 
Secretary-Treasurer of SCD since April 2015. Jenny is 
currently an Associate Planner with Rhodeside & Har-
well, based in Alexandria, VA (just outside of Washington, 
DC). She is a 2013 graduate of Portland State University’s 
Master of Urban and Regional Planning program.

Why do you volunteer your time with APA-SCD? 

It’s important to make sustainability less of a buzzword 
and more of a tangible goal. I want to contribute to 
knowledge about best practices within the planning 
profession. We have many different types of planners in 
the Division, and I enjoy seeing them all come together to 
learn and share information.

If you could implement one national policy, what would 
it be? 

Complete streets everywhere. That, or make the Golden 
Rule an actual rule.

What is your favorite food? 

Right now, either breakfast tacos or wasabi almonds.

What is your favorite place to spend free time? 

The woods, the waterfront, a concert venue, or my porch.

If you could have a superpower, what would it be? 

Is teleportation a superpower?

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 

It has pretty much everything I need. I’m within a few 
blocks of a grocery store, a pharmacy, a few great coffee 
shops, tasty food, good beer, parks, a Metro station, several 
bus lines, bike lanes, and many different types of people.

Third Annual Awards for Excellence in Sustainability
Please be on the lookout for notifications regarding 
applications for the Third Annual Awards for Excel-
lence in Sustainability.  Similar to last year, these 
awards will be co-sponsored by the Sustainable Com-
munities, Urban Design and Preservation, and Inter-
national Divisions.  The awards will be presented at 
the National Conference in Phoenix during the joint 
reception to be held by all three Divisions.  Similar to 
last year, eight awards will be presented including: 

•	 Sustainable Development Project

•	 Sustainable Park, Recreation, or Open Space 
Project

•	 Sustainable Policy, Law or Plan

•	 Emerging Leader’s Sustainability Plan or Project

•	 Sustainable Building Project

•	 Green Infrastructure or Transportation Project

•	 Sustainable Urban Design or Preservation Plan 
or Project

•	 Leadership in Sustainability

Also, if any member is interested in helping with the 
awards or being a judge, please contact Scott Turner at 
APASCD@gmail.com.  We look forward to hearing 
from you.

mailto:APASCD%40gmail.com?subject=Excelence%20in%20Sustainability%20Award
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and networking events (MA, NY), and a work session to 
review the sustainability policy guide update (CO). The 
Champions each developed a workplan for their activities 
and stay in touch as a network with bi-monthly conference 
calls and electronic communication. A SCD facilitated 
discussion at the 2016 APA conference in Phoenix will pro-
vide a forum to reflect on the successes and lessons learned 
of this pilot initiative and explore strategies for enhancing 
and expanding the program. Look for more information!

Policy Guide Update 

Efforts have been underway to update the Planning for 
Sustainability Policy Guide (2000). This effort’s approach 
shifted to a sustainability framework for all APA policy 
guides after receiving feedback from the Delegate Assembly 

at the APA National Conference in Seattle in April 2015. 
The past chair of the SCD is now working with a com-
mittee of the APA Legislative and Policy Committee on 
developing the new Sustainability Framework document 
that is expected to be adopted by the APA board in 2016.

Smart Cities Initiative

The Smart Cities and Sustainability Task Force – a col-
laborative initiative between the Sustainable Communities, 
Technology, and Transportation Planning Divisions of APA 
– seeks to research and report on how technology advances 
are changing the field of planning and our communities, 
identify best practices, and demonstrate how planners can 
lead on these important changes. You can read the Task 
Force report at planning.org/sustainingplaces/smartcities/ 
for more information.

Introducing APA’s Newest Division:
Connecting Sustainability to Hazard Mitigation and Disaster Recovery

by Scott Turner and Barry Hokanson, Chair, Hazard Mitigation and Disaster Recovery Planning Division

What does disaster loss reduction have in common with 
sustainability?  Is a sustainable community resistant to 
natural hazards?  Does the definition of sustainable equal 
mitigation of hazards?  Why should members of the 
Sustainable Communities Division care about mitigation or 
preparations for a disaster that hasn’t happened yet?  Why 
should members of the Hazard Mitigation and Disaster 
Recovery Planning Division care about Sustainability?  Are 
these two Divisions cousins or siblings?  

The Hazard Mitigation and Disaster Recovery Planning 
Division (HDMR) is APA’s newest Division.  Both Divi-
sion’s feel there are special opportunities to collaborate.  The 
connections are not what they may seem at first glance.  
Some of the elements are not intuitively obvious.  There are 
many dimensions, many ways to view the system dynamics 
of risk, hazards, resilience and sustainability.  These are 
not neat packages of analysis.  We need the horsepower of 

these two APA Divisions and many others, and we need 
to seek new levels of consensus among planners and with 
the communities we serve to address the complex problems 
that planners encounter related to both Sustainability and 
Hazard Mitigation.  We feel that SCD and HMDR have 
enormous potential to enhance the nation’s perspective on 
community resiliency.  By enhancement, we mean bigger 
opportunities to influence positive change in how we work 
toward goals of livability, viability, stability.

We encourage members of both Divisions to engage in the 
discussion as to how we may further collaborate.  We look 
forward to working together as we address the complex 
problems surrounding both Sustainability and Hazard Miti-
gation and Disaster Recovery.  Please feel free to contact 
the Executive Committee of the Sustainable Communities 
Division if you would like to become more involved.

2015 Division Membership Survey
Kevin Cook and Beth Otto, Communications Committee

The 2015 membership survey results are in. 122 individu-
als took the survey. The survey results show that there is a 

desire for hands-on tools such as model codes and guides as 
well as training opportunities such as webinars.

Continued on Page 6

Leadership and Policy Update Continued

http://www.planning.org/sustainingplaces/smartcities/
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Offices in: Kansas City, MO
Website: : www.mysidewalk.com  
Contact Email:  hello@mysidewalk.com

About the Firm: : mySidewalk is a place where communities are understood. We help city leaders and community experts access and 
analyze data instantly through our powerfully simple public data and engagement tools. Out platform is currently empowering 1,400 
organizations to build better, longer lasting, more sustainable communities through more informed decision-making. We all want to 
make better decisions. Data can help us do that. We’re focused on finding smart, talented individuals passionate about building better 
cities. We are currently recruiting for our Customer and Product Teams. Visit our careers page to learn more.

Recent/current projects or programs that incorporate planning for sustainable communities:
A Safer, Longer Lasting 
Long Island Community - 
Home to almost 7 million 
residents, Long Island 
makes up 40% of the 

population in New York. When Hurricane Sandy hit in October 
2012, it affected the entire community causing mass power loss 
and over $18 billion in damages. Since then, Sustainable Long 
Island, a nonprofit organization whose mission is to advance 
economic development, environmental health, and social equity 
for local residents, is prioritizing a Storm Readiness Assessment. 
The goal of this program is to collect data to determine if 
Long Islanders are better prepared for natural disasters since 
Superstorm Sandy.

The Disaster Preparedness Program encourages residents to be 
prepared before a storm hits, offering tips and guidance on what 
to pack in an emergency supply kit. By sharing evacuation plans, 
disaster preparedness guides, and most importantly, a place that 
residents could access information easily, SLI laid the foundation 
for a safer, longer lasting Long Island community. 

The Disaster Preparedness Program has reached more 
than 15,000 Long Island families.

Gabrielle Alper, Programs and Communications Associate at 
Sustainable Long Island says, “We have received hundreds of 
responses, which is a critical step in reaching our goal of assessing 
Long Island’s residents’ level of preparedness. We are in the 
process of concluding the survey and holding final educational 
workshops with local youth groups. Program analysis and 
accompanying results to follow soon.” 

Now, Alper and her team are armed for the next phase of the 
project – integrating and analyzing the data collected from various 
sources- including the online public participation platform, 
mySidewalk- to make more informed decisions for the Long Island 
community.

To learn more about how you can create more informed 
engagement using feedback and data like Sustainable Long 
Island, visit our website. 

Want more tips to create an informed community? Download 
this free white paper. In it, you’ll find 5 trends that are impacting 
the way communities create more informed conversations using 
engagement and data.

PREMIUM SPONSOR

www.mysidewalk.com
mailto:hello%40mysidewalk.com?subject=
http://www2.mysidewalk.com/careers.html
http://www2.mysidewalk.com/?v=1�
http://community.mysidewalk.com/informwithdata-2/
http://www2.mysidewalk.com/?v=1 
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In the 2013 member survey members 
asked for the Division to provide 
support in three broad areas: (1) better 
communicating sustainability to leaders 
and citizens, (2) developing policies/
guides to help implement sustainability, 
and (3) providing training/certifica-
tion programs to improve professional 
practice. SCD responded by developing 
a Sustainability Champion Program, 
offering webinars, and collaborating on a 
Sustainability Policy Guide Update and 
Smart Cities Initiative. 

This survey asked targeted questions 
about various forms of communications 
and whether respondents found them 
useful. It will help the communications 
committee refine their work, although members seemed 
mostly happy with the various communication methods. 
The survey also asked about new programs that have been 
developed such as the Sustainability Champions Program 
and webinars. Respondents suggested a host of webinar 
topics and are very supportive about the idea of SCD of-
fering webinars. There were also many comments about the 
types of activities that Sustainability Champions should be 
involved in, which included regional education, networking, 
and collaboration activities.

Respondents were asked to choose up to five answers (out 
of nine possible answers) to the question ‘What would you 
most like to see the Division focus on in the coming year?’

Respondents were asked to rank three types of communica-
tions (original content, sustainability news aggregation, and 
social media shares) with one being the most important 
and 3 the least important. Original content was favored the 
most with sustainability news aggregation a close second. 
This result emphasizes the need for more member contribu-
tions to the division through newsletter articles and blog 
posts. It also provides support for the popular and well-read 
email bulletin, which compiles content from many sustain-
ability news sources.

Communications Committee 
Update

Beth Otto, Communications Committee Chair

The SCD Communications Committee is hard at 
work to bring you news, information, and updates 
that you can apply to enhance your sustainable 
planning work. 

Every other week, Stephanie Weigel compiles 
the award winning SCD email bulletin that 
includes news and updates from the Division, 
sustainability news, and social media feeds. If you 

Continued on Page 7

Membership Survey Caontinued

https://www.linkedin.com/pub/stephanie-weigel/46/793/a06
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don’t already have this delivered to your inbox sign-up here. 
Would you like to have something posted in the e-bulletin, 
including job announcements, events, or news clips? Send it 
to apascd@gmail.com.

Thanks to Lisa Nisenson and our many members who 
actively contribute to SCD social media sites, these pages 
continue to be great source of news and information related 
to sustainability planning. Join us and many others:
•	  LinkedIn – Almost 5,000 members
•	  Twitter – 1,500 followers
•	  Facebook – Almost 800 likes 

Social media volunteers are always encouraged. Kevin Cook 
recently stepped up to manage the LinkedIn page. If you 
would you like to contribute to SCD social media in a 
specific topic area, email apascd@gmail.com.

Andrew Parish is our new newsletter editor and will bring 
you a newsletter twice a year. If you have any suggestions for 
the newsletter or would like to contribute an article, please 
contact apascd@gmail.com.

We are seeking to update our website and feature member 
contributions through blog posts. If you are interested in 
blogging for SCD please let us know at apascd@gmail.com.  

Sustainability Champions - Massachusetts Chapter Report

by Angela Vincent, Massachusetts Sustainability Champion

On October 28th the APA-Massachusetts (APA-MA) 
Chapter and the APA Sustainable Communities Division 
(APA-SCD) held a joint Sustainability Mixer in Boston. 
Nearly 20 people made the trek to downtown Boston 
to network, get to know one another, talk about current 
sustainability projects, and brainstorm how we could work 
together to advance sustainability efforts in Massachusetts. 
Attendees included local government staff, university 
students, young professionals, consultants, and seasoned 
professionals from around the state. The following is a 
summary of the great discussion that the group had. We 
were so excited to continue the discussion, that we have 
already scheduled our next mixer in December 8th. Feel free 
to contact Angela Vincent, the Massachusetts Sustainability 
Champion with any questions, to volunteer, or to be added 
to the distribution list: avincent@bscgroup.com.

 1   Create a central place to communicate sustainability 
events in Massachusetts – there is an APA-SCD 
website, but perhaps there is a way to share MA-
specific events with each other.

2Organize LEED ND workshop – the APA-MA  
Chapter has worked with the USGBC Chapter in 
MA to organize a tour of the Old Colony develop-
ment. There is interest in organizing another and 
perhaps there could be a training that occurs as part 
of that.

3 Th ere is a lot of interest in partnering with other 
organizations as we proceed, not just the APA-MA 
Chapter, but allied organizations like BSLA, ULI, 
EBC, MAPC, USGBC MA Chapter, Massachusetts 
Smart Growth Alliance, etc.

4  Organize more networking events like the first mixer 
– while we get more organized, it was suggested that 
perhaps we have more informal discussions where we 
can talk about activities that we would like to engage 
in.

5  There is interest in getting more involved in policy 
advocacy. While APA does that on a national scale, 
and there is a statewide focus on zoning reform 
(which is a priority!), there are opportunities to 
engage in policy issues, particularly with allied profes-
sions/organizations.

6   Organize a session (Sponsored by the SCD Division) 
at the Southern New England APA Conference in 
Worcester in 2016.

 Many thanks to Nitsch Engineering for hosting us and 
providing good eats at our first event. Our next event will 
be at Robinson + Cole on December 8th at  6pm. If you’re in 
or around Massachusetts, please join us! 

Comunications Committee Update Continued

http://tinyurl.us1.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=0a196b8525f96edf44a4b3f53&id=8ac4c20902
mailto:apascd@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lisanisenson
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kevin-cook-1b26541b
https://www.linkedin.com/in/atparish
mailto:apascd@gmail.com
mailto:avincent@bscgroup.com
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Offices in: Boston | Worcester
Website: www.nitscheng.com
Contact Email:  lstrickland@nitscheng.com
About the Firm: : Nitsch Engineering is a multi-disciplined planning, 
engineering, and surveying firm offering an integrated suite of services to 
efficiently serve the needs of our real estate development and infrastructure 
clients. Our civil, transportation, and structural engineers; land surveyors; 
planners; and GIS specialists work collaboratively to deliver client-focused, 
creative, cost-effective, and sustainable project solutions. Founded in 1989, 
Nitsch Engineering is a certified women-owned business enterprise (WBE) in 
Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, and nationally through 
WBENC. Nitsch Engineering currently has nine job openings in Survey, Civil, Transportation, and Administration.

Recent/current projects or programs that incorporate planning for sustainable communities:
Harvard Business School Master Plan Update, Cambridge, MA - 
Nitsch Engineering led the stormwater master planning effort for 
Harvard Business School’s (HBS’s) Master Plan Update, evaluating 
and developing a range of goals and alternatives for managing 
and implementing sustainable stormwater solutions for the 
Business School campus along the Charles River. The Stormwater 
Master Plan incorporates HBS’s Sustainability Goals; current 
sustainable initiatives such as LEED, ASLA’s Sustainable Sites, and 
the Living Building Challenge; along with existing and anticipated 
regulatory requirements. 

The HBS Stormwater Plan establishes campus-wide stormwater 
management goals with measurable targets for managing 
stormwater on campus. The goals are intended to guide HBS in 
achieving two traditionally contrasting initiatives: to expand the 
campus footprint while restoring the natural hydrologic regime. 
Nitsch Engineering worked closely with the environmental 
consultants to develop long-range, campus-wide targets related 
to water and stormwater. A phased implementation plan was 
prepared to meet these goals using a two-pronged approach that 
includes achieving aggressive stormwater management targets 
for all new development projects; and implementing a series 
of structural and non-structural stormwater retrofit projects to 
existing campus infrastructure. 

DC Water, Green Infrastructure, Washington, DC - Located 
approximately five miles north of Capitol Hill, the east-west 
oriented Kennedy Street became the site for a national 
design competition launched in April 2013 by DC Water. 
Nitsch Engineering led the winning Kennedy|Greened entry, 
collaborating with a multi-disciplinary team to design a high-
performance, urban residential streetscape retrofit that will 
serve as a model for green infrastructure to help address the 
District’s combined sewer overflow issues. The first phase 
of the competition challenged teams to develop innovative 
concepts for public or private spaces throughout the District. 
Nitsch Engineering’s team submitted an award-winning design 
integrating porous pavements, bioretention bump-outs and 

planters, subsurface storage, pedestrian boardwalks, and an 
engaging proposal for environmental art. 

Nitsch Engineering team was one of two teams invited to enter 
the Phase II competition, which required preparation of a 15% 
streetscape design for a more commercial section of Kennedy 
Street. The Nitsch Team emerged from Phase II as the winning 
streetscape design, and is working with DC Water to complete the 
design and construction of the Kennedy|Greened project.

The project includes the design and construction of 33 Green 
Infrastructure Best Management Practices (BMPs) including 
bioretention curb extensions, landscape infiltration gaps, 
permeable pavers, and dry wells. Runoff flows from one BMP 
to the next, offering multiple opportunities for retaining and 
detaining stormwater, instead of allowing it to rapidly discharge to 
the combined sewer. Due to the innovative nature of the project, 
as well as its location within a public right-of-way, the Nitsch 
Engineering Team has had to guide the project through complex 
permitting required by the District Department of Transportation, 
the District Department of the Environment, and various other 
permitting authorities. 

PREMIUM SPONSOR

http://www.nitscheng.com
http://www.nitscheng.com/?p=5432
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Volunteer Profile: Stephanie Weigel
In 2014 Stephanie Weigel 
answered a call in the Sustain-
able Communities Division 
e-bulletin, asking for someone 
to help out with compiling 
and editing content for that 
publication.  This responsibil-
ity usually meshes well with 
her work as principal consul-
tant with Weigel Research & 
Planning.   

Why do you choose to 
volunteer your time with 
APA-SCD? 

Working as a consultant out 
of my home office, I felt that 

volunteering with the SCD would provide me with a great 
opportunity to network with other planning professionals 
who also feel strongly about the importance of sustainabil-
ity in the practice of planning. This tactic played well, as 
my role as a volunteer provided me with support to attend 
the 2015 Annual Meeting in Seattle, where our Com-
munications Team accepted a Divisions Council Achieve-
ment Award in the “Communications Effort” category for 
the e-bulletin. Volunteering has its benefits!

If you could implement one national policy, what would 
it be? 

All planning being local, many of the policies I would like 
to see implemented, such as reconsidering regulations that 
require large minimum home sizes, or reducing parking 
requirements, would be more appropriately addressed by 
local or state jurisdictions. That said, at the national level 
I would make changes to the way in which the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund is authorized, so that this 
critical source of conservation and recreation is not subject 
to the vagaries of Congress.  Urban and rural communities 
have made great investments using LWCF funds and 
programs, and we all benefit from opportunities to interact 
with nature in our backyards and wild areas.

What is your favorite food? 

I’m fortunate to live in a place (Southern California) 
where we have a year-round Farmer’s Market.  So my 
favorite foods are usually the fresh veggies and fruits that 
are available and in season at the Market. I also enjoy the 
great goat cheeses that come from the northern part of the 
state.

What is your favorite place to spend free time? 

I love to hike and explore the trails and lands of the 
California Desert.  Where allowed, I bring my chocolate 
Lab (named Porter) along for the fun.  I am fortunate that 
the local land trust and other local partners have been ac-
tive in the region working to preserving important wildlife 
corridors and habitat, with added benefits of preserving 
scenic views and protecting air corridors for the military 
to perform their missions. There is a very strong commu-
nity that supports conservation efforts in this area while 
recognizing that there need to be locations designated to 
allow for the diversity of businesses and recreation that 
support a thriving economy.

If you could have a superpower, what would it be? 

Eliminate homelessness for people, and pets.  There are 
many creative solutions to homelessness that are not 
allowed under current regulations. There are solutions to 
homelessness that don’t necessitate superpowers that could 
allow for more sensible use of resources and the building 
of stronger communities. 

What is your favorite thing about your neighborhood? 

I currently live in a rural area, so I enjoy the night skies, 
open spaces and great walking and hiking opportunities 
outside my door, as well as the interactions with my 
neighbors who also have chosen a more rural lifestyle.  
Depending on the season we enjoy watching birds and 
wildlife including bobcat or desert tortoise, and even 
the occasional rattlesnake.  It has been my experience 
that regardless of living in an urban or rural setting, the 
experience of any neighborhood is made much richer as 
the interaction between neighbors increases.
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Turning the Bluegrass State a Shade of Green
by Scott Southall, AICP, PLA, LEED AP BD+C (Sustainability Champion, Kentucky)

What is the status of sustainable practices or plan-
ning in Kentucky? The best way to answer the 

question would be to borrow the opening sentence from 
Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities: “It was the best of 
times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it 
was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was 
the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was 
the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair...”  As the Sustainability Champion for 
Kentucky, I set two goals for this first year: 1) Increase our 
Chapter’s sustainability IQ through advocacy, education and 
outreach; and 2) Participate, inform and promote the efforts 
of the Sustainable Communities Division of APA within 
the Chapter. As Dickens described, it was the best of times, 
it was the worst of times. In 2008, the state passed a bill 
promoting High Performance Building (HPB) standards 
for all state funded projects. This legislation has assisted 
in educating the elected officials, stakeholders and general 
public of the benefits of sustainable design and practices.  
Today, Kentucky has over 450 USGBC LEED registered 
or certified projects, which has built a foundation for raising 
the awareness of sustainable practices. 

In May, at the Spring Chapter Conference, I moderated 
a panel discussion on sustainable practices with Planning 
Directors from across the state, ranging from Kentucky’s 
largest city, Louisville, to our state’s capital city, Frankfort, 
to a smaller historical Ohio River city, Henderson. The goal 
of the panel was to expose participants to the wide range of 
sustainable practices cities could initiate. Also during the 
conference, I hosted a session on sustainable planning from 
the macro to the micro practices. This session also served 
as an open call to form a sustainable team, in which several 
answered the call.

In October, at the 
Chapter’s Fall Workshop, 
I partnered with Amy 
Dicarlantonio, AICP to 
present on national and 
local examples of “How 
to Incentivize Sustainable 
Infill/Redevelopment 
in Your Community.” 
Attendees were encouraged to participate and share their 
community’s programs to promote sustainable redevelop-
ment. As a result of the interactive session, a number of 
communities have or are in the process of taking steps, both 
small and big, towards sustainable practices.

That is the best of times. In the worst of times, Kentucky is 
a state in which only about 30 of the 120 counties have any 
countywide planning, the state consumes about 30% more 
energy than national average per capita, and the state relies 
almost exclusively on coal-fired power plants for electric-
ity.  While these are not statistics one would normally 
mention in polite southern conversation, they do offer 
an opportunity to grab at a number of low-hanging fruit 
regarding sustainability. I will again borrow from another 
famous writer, Mark Twain, who has been attributed as 
saying, “When the end of the world comes, I want to be 
in Kentucky because it’s always twenty years behind the 
times.” I believe Kentucky has the opportunity to borrow 
(or steal) from others to “leapfrog” towards a more sustain-
able tomorrow. Education of our elected officials, planning 
professionals and the general public on the economic, social 
and ecological benefits will be the catalyst for leapfrogging 
to a sustainable Kentucky.

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES EVENTS IN PHOENIX
•	 SCD Business Meeting – Sunday April 3, 

7-8AM
•	 Joint Reception with Urban Design and 

International Divisions – Sunday night, April 3, 
place and exact time to be determined

•	 Third Annual Sustainable Communities 
Division Awards – Sunday night at the Reception

•	 Facilitated Discussion – Monday April 4, 
9-10:15 AM

•	 By-Right Session – Monday April 4, 10:30-11:45 
AM
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Offices in: Washington, DC 
Website: www.usgbc.org  
Contact Email:  neighborhoods@usgbc.org
About the Firm: : The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) and its community are changing the way 
buildings and communities are designed, built, and operated. Created by USGBC, LEED (Leadership in 
Energy & Environmental Design) is changing the way we think about how buildings and communities are 
planned, constructed, maintained, and operated. Leaders around the world have made LEED the most 
widely used third-party verification for green buildings, with more than 1.85 million square feet being 
certified daily. 
USGBC’s mission: To transform the way buildings and 
communities are designed, built and operated, enabling an 
environmentally and socially responsible, healthy, and prosperous 
environment that improves the quality of life.
USGBC’s vision: Buildings and communities will regenerate and 
sustain the health and vitality of all life within a generation.

Opportunities: The U.S. Green 
Building Council is always on the lookout for candidates desiring 
to use their individual talents to strengthen the green building 
movement as a whole. Visit usgbc.org/jobs to learn about current 
opportunities. Additionally, visit USGBC’s Career Center to search 
jobs from across the industry, post openings, and store résumés.

Recent/current projects or programs that incorporate planning for sustainable communities:
Affordable Green Neighborhoods - USGBC launched the Affordable 
Green Neighborhoods (AGN) grant program in 2010 to support 
developers of affordable housing to incorporate the principles 
of smart growth, new urbanism, and green building in the LEED 
for Neighborhood Development (LEED ND) rating system and to 
support their pursuit of certification. We identified a great need 
for assistance and were able to establish this grant program with 
generous funding from the Bank of America Foundation. Now in 
its third round, the AGN program has awarded 31 projects with 
financial and technical support to accelerate their achievement of 
LEED ND certification.
One of the projects awarded in our most recent round in 2014 
is Villages at Cabrillo, in Long Beach, California. Led by Century 
Housing, Villages at Cabrillo is a residential community located 
on a former US Naval housing site established to break the cycle 
of homelessness. The team at Century Housing has carefully 
integrated the residents, numerous social service providers located 
on the campus, and the surrounding community into the master 
planning and redevelopment process. Villages at Cabrillo recently 
completed the fourth phase of campus development featuring 80 
new, permanent supportive homes while also conducting extensive 
master planning to address the future of sustainability for their 
campus which is actively pursuing LEED ND certification.
Streamlined Documentation Across Major Rating Systems 
- When the LEED ND and LEED BD+C ratings systems are used 
together, project teams are able to leverage the requirements set 
out in each to achieve an outcome that is more than just the sum 
of its parts. To support teams using both rating systems together 
and to reduce the paperwork associated with preparing concurrent 
LEED submittals, USGBC has developed new streamlined 
documentation paths for select credits attempted by LEED BD+C 
v2009 projects that are located within a LEED ND project. We hope 
that this reduces time, effort, and cost for those working to address 
sustainability at multiples scales. Check them out and let us know 
what you think! This comes in addition to the existing streamlined 
path for projects using most residential rating systems and anyone 
using LEED v4 BD+C. Any of these projects located inside a certified 
LEED ND project are automatically awarded points in the Location 
and Transportation category based on the ND certification level.

PREMIUM SPONSOR

http://www.usgbc.org
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/jobs
http://careercenter.usgbc.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/articles/combining-leed-nd-and-leed-bdc-certification-new-tool
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Offices in: U.S. headquarters: Oakland, CA.  ICLEI has 17 offices around the globe.
Website: www.icleiusa.org and www.iclei.org (global 
Contact Email: saharnaz.mirzazad@iclei.org 
About the Firm: ICLEI-USA supports and connects US communities doing the urgent 
work of addressing climate change on the local level.  With ICLEI’s global reach and 
local focus, local governments can share resources and best practices, create fundable 

projects, form partnerships, and lead by example, reinforcing on-the-ground climate change responses that set the agenda for the 
United States and the world. Using ICLEI’s leading cloud-based software, ClearPath, communities leverage the power of data to analyze, 
plan, and implement carbon emission management strategies.  Thanks to the generous support of Bloomberg Philanthropies, the 
ClearPath greenhouse gas emissions inventory module is now available to all local governments free of charge.
ICLEI is currently looking for a Communications Officer based out of Oakland, CA 

Recent/current projects or programs that incorporate planning for sustainable communities:
Local Climate Leaders Circle - ICLEI is supporting a delegation 
of 11 local officials traveling to COP21 to advocate for a strong 
international agreement and showcase the critical role of 
cities and counties in achieving the world’s 2-degree target.  In 
partnership with National League of Cities, WWF, and USGBC, this 
delegation is organized as the “Local Climate Leaders Circle,” and 
is receiving technical assistance, communications support, and 
other resources to act as climate champions at this watershed 
moment.  Leaders Circle officials are committed to Compact of 
Mayors, reporting into the carbon Climate Registry or Carbon 
Disclosure Project, and convening at ICLEI’s Cities and Regions 
Pavilion at the COP site to help drive forward an ambitious global 

agreement. 
Unite2Green Hayward - A partnership between ICLEI USA, 
the City of Hayward, and Hayward Promise Neighborhood, 
Unite2Green Hayward is a pilot program that will identify 
strategies to meaningfully engage under-served populations on 
climate change. Unite2Green Hayward trains youth and adults to 
become leaders and advocates for the betterment of their peers 
through climate resiliency actions. In a series of workshops and a 
neighborhood challenge, the Unite2Green Team will help Jackson 
Triangle residents save money and resources, safeguard their 
health, and protect their community from the effects of climate 
change.
California-China Urban Climate Collaborative - The CCUCC is a 
dynamic new long-term exchange between cities in California and 
China seeking to reduce carbon and air pollution and advance 
the clean energy economy.  This public commitment by cities will 
include a strong engagement with the private sector. Through 
the CCUCC, participating cities will receive tools and technical 
support, access to a panel of leading experts, and networking 
opportunities to drive emissions reductions through proven 

climate action planning processes and technology solutions. Ten 
California and 10 Chinese cities will make up the initial cohort and 
will be selected using various indicators and detailed research and 
analysis. Selection of the initial cohort will be made by ICLEI in the 
next month.
The CCUCC was conceived in close coordination with the State of 
California led by CalEPA, the California Energy Commission, and 
the office of Governor Jerry Brown as a strategy to implement 
a series of Memoranda of Understanding between California, 
provincial leaders, and China’s National Development and Reform 
Commission.  The intent of the program is to help achieve 
the strategic goals of those agreements and build a long-term 
technically focused information and collaboration network 
between cities on climate change measures. The program 
components were developed in partnership with Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory (Berkeley Lab), the California-China 
Office of Trade and Investment, the Bay Area Council and the Asia 
Society.

San Diego Regional Coastal Resilience Strategy project - The 
project goal is to undertake a multi-city climate adaptation 
planning project to advance understanding, collaboration, and 
shared regional planning approaches for climate preparedness in 
central and north San Diego County. To accomplish this, ICLEI will 
bring together the coastal cities including San Diego, Encinitas 
and Oceanside and other major stakeholders in the region over 
18 months to evaluate sea level rise risks and vulnerabilities and 
identify potential responses to protect and enhance the built 
environment, natural environment and historically-disadvantaged 
communities.  The intent is to identify vulnerabilities and 
recommend potential responses that can then be considered in 
each city’s own plans, regulations, and programs.
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http://www.icleiusa.org
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