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SUBJECT AREAS 

 
Metropolis was designed as a standards-based, interdisciplinary unit of study for 
grades 3–6 (though it could be adapted for any grade level). 
 
Standards in all states and at all grade levels are generally organized to cover 
the same subject areas and domains.  Metropolis covers standards in the 
following subject areas and domains: 
 
Language Arts:  
Vocabulary, Reading Comprehension, Writing, Language Conventions 
(grammar), and Speaking and Listening 
 
Mathematics:  
Measurement and Geometry 
 
Visual and Performing Arts:  
Artistic Perception, Connections, Relationships, and Applications 
 
Social Studies:  
Social Science Foundational Skills (maps skills, geographical features, etc. . . . )  
 
Health Education:   
Personal and Community Health  
 
 
On the following pages is an example of how Metropolis has been used to meet 
California’s third grade standards in language arts, mathematics, visual and 
performing arts, social studies, and health education.  You can easily look up 
specific standards for your grade level and state on the Internet.   
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CALIFORNIA 3RD GRADE CONTENT STANDARDS COVERED IN METROPOLIS  
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

I. READING 

1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development  

Students understand the basic features of reading. They select letter patterns and know how to 
translate them into spoken language by using phonics, syllabication, and word parts. They apply this 
knowledge to achieve fluent oral and silent reading. 

Decoding and Word Recognition 
1.1 Know and use complex word families when reading [e.g., -ight] to decode unfamiliar words. 
1.2 Decode regular multisyllabic words. 
1.3 Read aloud narrative and expository text fluently and accurately and with appropriate pacing, 
 intonation, and expression. 

Vocabulary and Concept Development 
1.4 Use knowledge of antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and homographs to determine the meanings 
of words. 
1.5 Demonstrate knowledge of levels of specificity among grade-appropriate words and explain the 
importance of these relations [e.g., dog/ mammal/ animal/ living things]. 
1.6 Use sentence and word context to find the meaning of unknown words. 
1.7 Use a dictionary to learn the meaning and other features of unknown words. 
1.8 Use knowledge of prefixes [e.g., un-, re-, pre-, bi-, mis-, dis-] and suffixes [e.g., -er, -est, -ful]  to 
determine the meaning of words. 

2.0 Reading Comprehension   

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They draw upon a variety of 
comprehension strategies as needed (e.g., generating and responding to essential questions, making 
predictions, comparing information from several sources). The selections in Recommended Literature, 
Kindergarten through Grade Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read 
by students. In addition to their regular school reading, by grade four, students read one-half million 
words annually, including a good representation of grade-level-appropriate narrative and expository 
text (e.g., classic and contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, online information). In grade 
three, students make substantial progress toward this goal. 

Structural Features of Informational Materials 
2.1 Use titles, tables of contents, chapter headings, glossaries, and indexes to locate information in text. 

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 
2.2 Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal information found 
in, and inferred from, the text. 
2.3 Demonstrate comprehension by identifying answers in the text. 
2.4 Recall major points in the text and make and modify predictions about forthcoming information. 
2.5 Distinguish the main idea and supporting details in expository text. 
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2.6 Extract appropriate and significant information from the text, including problems and solutions. 
2.7 Follow simple, multiple-step written instructions (e.g., how to assemble a product or play a board
 game). 

 

II. WRITING 

1.0 Writing Strategies   

Students write clear and coherent sentences and paragraphs that develop a central idea. Their 
writing shows they consider the audience and purpose. Students progress through the stages of the 
writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, editing successive versions). 

Organization and Focus 
1.1 Create a single paragraph: 

a. Develop a topic sentence.  

b. Include simple supporting facts and details.  

Penmanship 
1.2 Write legibly in cursive or joined italic, allowing margins and correct spacing between letters in a 
word and words in a sentence. 

Research 
1.3 Understand the structure and organization of various reference materials (e.g., dictionary, 
thesaurus, atlas, encyclopedia). 

Evaluation and Revision 
1.4 Revise drafts to improve the coherence and logical progression of ideas by using an established 
rubric. 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)   

Students write compositions that describe and explain familiar objects, events, and experiences. 
Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and the drafting, research, 
and organizational strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0. 

Using the writing strategies of grade three outlined in Writing Standard 1.0, students: 
 

2.2  Write descriptions that use concrete sensory details to present and support unified impressions 
of people, places, things, or experiences. 

2.3  Write personal and formal letters, thank-you notes, and invitations: 
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a. Show awareness of the knowledge and interests of the audience and establish a 
purpose and context.  

b. Include the date, proper salutation, body, closing, and signature.  

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions   

Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions appropriate to this grade 
level. 

Sentence Structure 
1.1 Understand and be able to use complete and correct declarative, interrogative, imperative, and 
exclamatory sentences in writing and speaking. 

Grammar 
1.2 Identify subjects and verbs that are in agreement and identify and use pronouns, adjectives, 
compound words, and articles correctly in writing and speaking. 
1.4 Identify and use subjects and verbs correctly in speaking and writing simple sentences. 

Punctuation 
1.5 Punctuate dates, city and state, and titles of books correctly. 
1.6 Use commas in dates, locations, and addresses and for items in a series. 

Capitalization 
1.7 Capitalize geographical names, holidays, historical periods, and special events correctly. 

Spelling 
1.8 Spell correctly one-syllable words that have blends, contractions, compounds, orthographic 
patterns (e.g., [qu], consonant doubling, changing the ending of a word from [-y] to [-ies] when 
forming the plural), and common homophones [e.g., hair-hare]. 

1.9 Arrange words in alphabetic order. 

 

III. LISTENING AND SPEAKING 

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies   

Students listen critically and respond appropriately to oral communication. They speak in a manner 
that guides the listener to understand important ideas by using proper phrasing, pitch, and 
modulation. 

Comprehension 
1.1 Retell, paraphrase, and explain what has been said by a speaker. 
1.2 Connect and relate prior experiences, insights, and ideas to those of a speaker. 
1.3 Respond to questions with appropriate elaboration. 
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Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication 
1.6 Provide a beginning, a middle, and an end, including concrete details that develop a central idea. 
1.7 Use clear and specific vocabulary to communicate ideas and establish the tone. 
1.8 Clarify and enhance oral presentations through the use of appropriate props (e.g., objects, pictures, 
charts). 

Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications 
1.10 Compare ideas and points of view expressed in broadcast and print media. 
1.11 Distinguish between the speaker's opinions and verifiable facts. 

2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)  Students deliver brief 
recitations and oral presentations about familiar experiences or interests that are organized around a 
coherent thesis statement. Student speaking demonstrates a command of standard American English 
and the organizational and delivery strategies outlined in Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0. 

Using the speaking strategies of grade three outlined in Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0, 
students: 
 
2.3  Make descriptive presentations that use concrete sensory details to set forth and support 
unified impressions of people, places, things, or experiences. 
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CALIFORNIA 3RD GRADE CONTENT STANDARDS COVERED IN METROPOLIS  
MATHEMATICS 

 
MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY  

1.0 Students choose and use appropriate units and measurement tools to quantify the 
properties of objects:  

1.1 Choose the appropriate tools and units (metric and U.S.) and estimate and measure 
the length, liquid volume, and weight/mass of given objects. 
 
1.2 Estimate or determine the area and volume of solid figures by covering them with 
squares or by counting the number of cubes that would fill them. 
 
1.3 Find the perimeter of a polygon with integer sides. 
 
1.4 Carry out simple unit conversions within a system of measurement (e.g., centimeters 
and meters, hours and minutes).  

2.0 Students describe and compare the attributes of plane and solid geometric figures 
and use their understanding to show relationships and solve problems:  

2.1 Identify, describe, and classify polygons (including pentagons, hexagons, and 
octagons). 
 
2.2 Identify attributes of triangles (e.g., two equal sides for the isosceles triangle, three 
equal sides for the equilateral triangle, right angle for the right triangle). 
 
2.3 Identify attributes of quadrilaterals (e.g., parallel sides for the parallelogram, right 
angles for the rectangle, equal sides and right angles for the square). 
 
2.4 Identify right angles in geometric figures or in appropriate objects and determine 
whether other angles are greater or less than a right angle. 
 
2.5 Identify, describe, and classify common three-dimensional geometric objects (e.g., 
cube, rectangular solid, sphere, prism, pyramid, cone, and cylinder). 
 
2.6 Identify common solid objects that are the components needed to make a more 
complex solid object.  
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CALIFORNIA 3RD GRADE CONTENT STANDARDS COVERED IN METROPOLIS  

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 

1.0  ARTISTIC PERCEPTION 

Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information through the Language and 
Skills Unique to the Visual Arts  

Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, and the environment. 
They also use the vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations.  

Develop Perceptual Skills and Visual Arts Vocabulary  

1.1  Perceive and describe rhythm and movement in works of art and in the environment.  

1.3  Identify and describe how foreground, middle ground, and background are used to 
create the illusion of space.  

Analyze Art Elements and Principles of Design  

1.5  Identify and describe elements of art in works of art, emphasizing line, color, shape/ 
form, texture, space, and value. 

 

2.0 CREATIVE EXPRESSION   

Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts 
 

Students apply artistic processes and skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and 
intent in original works of art.  
 

Skills, Processes, Materials, and Tools  

2.1 Explore ideas for art in a personal sketchbook.  
 

Communication and Expression through Original Works of Art  

2.3  Paint or draw a landscape, seascape, or cityscape that shows the illusion of space.  
 

5.0 CONNECTIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, APPLICATIONS 

Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in the Visual Arts to Other Art Forms and Subject 
Areas and to Careers  

Students apply what they learn in the visual arts across subject areas. They develop 
competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and management of time 
and resources that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about 
careers in and related to the visual arts.  
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CALIFORNIA 3RD GRADE CONTENT STANDARDS COVERED IN METROPOLIS  

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES ANALYSIS SKILLS (GRADES K–5) 

The intellectual skills noted below are to be learned through, and applied to, the content standards 
for kindergarten through grade five. They are to be assessed only in conjunction with the content 
standards in kindergarten through grade five.  

In addition to the standards for kindergarten through grade five, students demonstrate the 
following intellectual, reasoning, reflection, and research skills:  

Chronological and Spatial Thinking  

3.   Students explain how the present is connected to the past, identifying 
both similarities and differences between the two, and how some things 
change over time and some things stay the same.  

4.   Students use map and globe skills to determine the absolute locations of 
places and interpret information available through a map or globe’s legend, 
scale, and symbolic representations.  

5.   Students judge the significance of the relative location of a place (e.g., 
proximity to a harbor, on trade routes) and analyze how relative 
advantages or disadvantages can change over time.  

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS SPECIFIC TO 3RD GRADE 

3.1 Students describe the physical and human geography and use maps, 
tables, graphs, photographs, and charts to organize information about 
people, places, and environments in a spatial context.  

1. Identify geographical features in their local region (e.g., deserts, mountains, valleys, hills, 
coastal areas, oceans, lakes).  

2. Trace the ways in which people have used the resources of the local region and modified the 
physical environment (e.g., a dam constructed upstream changed a river or coastline).  
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CALIFORNIA 3RD GRADE CONTENT STANDARDS COVERED IN METROPOLIS  

HEALTH EDUCATION 
 

PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH 

Standard 1: Essential Concepts 

1.5.P Describe how a healthy environment is essential to personal and community health. 

1.6.P Discuss how reducing, recycling, and reusing products make for a healthier environment. 

Standard 7: Practicing Health-Enhancing Behaviors 

7.2.P Demonstrate ways to reduce, reuse, and recycle at home, at school, and in the community. 

Standard 8: Health Promotion 

8.2.P Encourage others to promote a healthy environment. 

 


