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LANDMARKS  
REFLECTIONS OF LOCAL HERITAGE 

 
 
Design Challenge: 
Many communities look almost exactly alike!  We 
need your help to design a unique landmark that 
distinguishes our city from all others.   
 

 
       
 

Torre del Mangia in Siena, Italy. 
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DESIGN CHALLENGE ASSIGNMENT 
 

 

Create a landmark for each public space in your city 
 

1.  On either graph paper or a blank sheet of paper, sketch an 
“elevation plan”*** of the front of one of your landmarks with as many 
details as possible.  If you can’t draw certain details, describe them with 
words.  Draw lightly in pencil (so that you can easily erase parts you 
change your mind about without having to start all over again).  
 
***An “elevation plan” is what it looks like from directly in front at street level. 
 

2.  Sketch the location of your landmark on your city plan lightly in 
pencil (so that you can easily erase parts you change your mind about 
without having to start all over again).  
 

3.  Give the landmark a name. 
 

4.  When you are satisfied with your sketch, use fine-tipped markers or 
colored pencils to finish your design. 
 

      
                                                     by Mario                                                               by Moises 
 

***Teacher’s Notes: Amazing Buildings by Kate Hayden (DK Readers) and Draw 50 Buildings and Other 

Structures by Lee J. Ames (Broadway Books) are great resources for ideas and drawing tips.    

 

 

EXTRA CHALLENGE 
Draw the elevation plan of your landmark to scale. 
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WHAT IS A LANDMARK? 
 
 

A landmark is something that is easy to see and 
can help people know where they are.  Examples 
include prominent buildings, statues, fountains, 
historic structures, and unique natural features. 

 
 

 
         
 

San Francisco (California, USA) City Hall. 
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KEY POINTS TO REMEMBER ABOUT 
LANDMARKS 

 
 
1.  Landmarks should be CONSPICUOUS.      
Landmarks are often next to public spaces or in the center of public spaces, but 
they do not have to be.   They can also be found at the end of a street, on top of 
a hill, or at a major intersection. 
 
 

2.  Landmarks are opportunities to celebrate the 
unique heritage (history and culture) of a city. They 
should reflect what is interesting, important, exciting, or unusual about the city 
and its residents.  Landmarks often become symbols of a city. Examples include 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris and the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco.   
 
When designing a landmark it is important to think about how the landmark 
will reflect the unique personality of the city.  Landmarks may be inspired by 
historical events, special sites, famous residents, and ethnic origins of residents.    
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 
Replicas of the Statue of Liberty and Eiffel Tower in Las Vegas, Nevada; the 
Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, California; Al Omari Mosque in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 
 

 
3.  Landmarks can be all sizes: 

  Towering landmarks such as the Space Needle in Seattle can 

be seen from far away; giving their cities a unique skyline. 
 

  Smaller landmarks such as fountains and statues are best seen close-up.   
 

  Large or small, landmarks make cities unique and give them personalities. 
                                                                                                                                                                                            



METROPOLIS A green CITY OF YOUR OWN!                                                     LANDMARKS 

© John Martoni, 2010                                                                                                                 47 

 

   
 

Left: Millennium Park (Chicago, Illinois) Center: Oriental Pearl Tower (Shanghai, China) 
Right: Neptune Statue (Bologna, Italy)                               
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Describe a landmark you know about.   
 What type of landmark is it?   
 How is it unique?   
 What makes it prominent?  

 

Teacher’s Note:  
Display pictures of all different types of landmarks (from home, books, or periodicals) to help students with 

 discussion questions.

 

ART EXTENSION FUN BOX 
MAKE A LANDMARK COLLAGE USING PICTURES 

OF LANDMARKS YOU FIND IN MAGAZINES 
Teacher’s Note:  National Geographic and travel magazines have lots of pictures of landmarks. 

 
LANGUAGE ARTS EXTENSIONS  

 
WRITING   
Describe your landmark(s) in a paragraph:  
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 TOPIC SENTENCE:     Define landmark. 
 SUPPORTING DETAILS:      Describe the landmark(s) you designed for your 

city.  How is it unique?  Where is it located? 
 CONCLUDING SENTENCE:     How are your landmarks kid-friendly and green? 

 
WORD WORK  
Land·mark 
Part of speech:  Noun, singular 
Compound word: (land=part of the earth’s surface) + (mark=something that shows a location) 
Definition: Something that is easy to see and can help people know where they are.  Examples 
include prominent buildings, statues, fountains historic structures, and unique natural features. 

 
VOCABULARY: 

 

visible 
 

prominent 
 

monument 
 

statue 
 

fountain 
 

memorial 
 

tower 
 
Teacher’s Note: You can adapt this page to meet your grade level standards and classroom needs. Ideas 

include putting the words in alphabetical order, synonyms/antonyms, definitions, sentences, 

singular/plural, parts of speech, using words in prepositional phrases/similes/sentences with 

conjunctions, syllables, prefixes/suffixes/word origins/word families.     
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 MATHEMATICS EXTENSION
MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY 

 

BUILD A MODEL OF YOUR LANDMARK 
 

   
                                by Silvia                                                                Models of Landmarks at Museum of Madrid (Spain) 
 

Make a model of your landmark from geometric solids that you create from patterns.  
Sounds hard, but with a little bit of background information you will be a pro! 
 

1. First you need to learn some geometric terms.  Make an illustrated glossary of the 
following vocabulary words: 
 

 Lines: Parallel and Perpendicular  
 Circles: Radius and Diameter 
 Congruent and Similar Figures 
 Symmetry: Bilateral Symmetry and Rotational Symmetry 
 Angles: Right, Acute, and Obtuse 
 Triangles: Equilateral, Isosceles, and Scalene 
 Quadrilaterals: Rhombus, Square, Rectangle, Parallelogram, Trapezoid 
 Edges, Faces, and Vertices 
 

2.  Incorporate at least five of the geometric concepts listed in #1 into your landmark’s 
design. 
 

3.  Draw a rectangle around your landmark’s design.  Find the area and the perimeter 
of the rectangle using both the U.S. and metric measurement systems.  
  
4.  Make a model of your landmark using geometric solids.  Start by drawing patterns 
of faces that, when cut and folded, will make a solid.  Describe the number and shapes 
of faces, edges, and vertices in your finished geometric solids.  
 

Teacher’s Note:  This was developed for California 4th grade math standards.  You can adapt this page 

by substituting vocabulary and concepts for your grade level standards and classroom needs in the areas 

of measurement and geometry.  Other options for model building (recyclable box models and pop-up 

paper models) are included in Chapter 6.  These methods are not math-intensive. 


