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4 Planning and
Zoning for
Renewable Energy

The Planning Advisory Service (PAS) researchers are pleased to
provide you with information from our world-class planning library.
This packet represents a typical collection of documents PAS provides
in response to research inquiries from our 1,500 subscribers. For more
information about PAS visit www.planning.org/pas.

IS
L )
C
)
(.U)I)
L
2
Q_

American Planning Association

Making Great Communities Happen



Articles and Reports

Homsy, George. 2007. “Earth, Wind, and Fire.” Planning.
August/September, 46-51.

Lewis, Megan. 2002. “Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Incentives for Local Governments.” Public Investment, December.

Lewis, Megan, Naomi Friedman, and Lynn Ross. 2006. “The Role of
Planning in the New Energy Era: Results of a Survey.” PAS Memo,
March/April.

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. n.d. A Local Official’s Guide to
Zoning and Land Use for Renewable Energy. Springfield, MA: Pioneer
Valley Planning Commission.

Wolcott, Barbara. 2004. “Sun, Wind, Water, Earth.” Planning,
December.

Energy Plans and Policies

Albuquerque (New Mexico), City of. 2005. Council Bill No. F/S R-05-
329. Adopting Policies to Establish and Implement a City Renewable
Energy Initiative.

American Planning Association. 2004. Policy Guide on Energy. Ratified
April 25.

Burlington (Vermont), City of. 2006. Municipal Development Plan. Part
VIlI. Energy Plan.

Burnsville (Minnesota), City of. 2006. Burnsville Comprehensive Plan
Update. Alternative Energy Sources.

Cottage Grove (Minnesota), City of. 2000. Comprehensive Plan.
Energy and Solar Access Element.

Owensboro Metropolitan Planning Commission. 2007. Comprehensive
Plan for Owensboro, Whitesville, Daviess County, KY. Section 710.
Climate and Solar Access.

St. Helena (California), City of. 2002. Housing Element. Goal 5.
Resource Conservation.

Tracy (California), City of. 2006. Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 6. Open
Space and Conservation Element. Goal OSC-5.



Wind Power — Reports and Model Ordinances

wind

American Wind Energy Association. n.d. “Small Wind Factsheets.”

Asmus, Peter et al. 2003. Permitting Small Wind Turbines: A Handbook
— Learning from the California Experience. American Wind Energy
Association, September.

Daniels, Katherine. 2005. Wind Energy Model Ordinance Options.
Albany, NY: New York State Energy Research and Development
Authority.

Gruder, Sherrie. 2006. Small Wind Energy System Model Ordinance.
University of Wisconsin Extension, Solid and Hazardous Waste
Education Center.

Heller, Erica. 2008. “Urban Wind Turbines.” Zoning Practice, July.

Kilpatrick, Erin, and Mark Wyckoff. 2003. “Planning and Zoning for
Wind Power Facilities.” PAS Memo, February.

Michigan, State of, Department of Labor and Economic Growth, Energy
Office. 2007. Michigan Siting Guidelines for Wind Energy Systems.
Lansing: Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth.

Power — Sample Ordinances

Chicago (lllinois), City of. 2007. Zoning Ordinance. Section 17-17-
0311-B(4). Limitations on Rooftop Features in R Districts.

Duluth (Minnesota), City of. 2007. Zoning Code. Sections 50-1.75, 50-
21(a), 50-35(ee), 50-52(0), 50-55.1(j), 50-80(0)(1), 50-123(c), 50-
196(c).

Henderson (New York), Town of. 2007. Zoning Ordinance. Article IX.
Wind Generation Facilities.

Laketon (Michigan), Township of. 2006. Zoning Ordinance. Sections
2.24, 5.03(0), 6.03(N), and 17.05 (EE).

Lincoln (Nebraska), City of . N.d. Zoning Code. Section 27.63.420.
Permitted Special Use: Wind Energy Conversion Systems.



Minneapolis (Minnesota), City of. 2007. Zoning Code. Article X. Wind
Energy Conversion Systems.

San Diego (California), County of. 2007. Zoning Ordinance. Sections
6156(z), 6950, and 6951.

Schaumburg (lllinois), Village of. 2007. Village Code. Section 154.90.
Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS).

Scott (Minnesota), County of. 2006. Zoning Ordinance. Chapter 12.
Energy Systems.

Wautaga (North Carolina), County of. 2006. Ordinance to Regulate
Wind Energy Systems.

Solar Access Ordinances

Ashland (Oregon), City of. 2007. Municipal Code. Section 18.70. Solar
Access.

Boulder (Colorado), City of. 2007. Boulder Revised Code. Section 9-9-
17. Solar Access.

Boulder (Colorado), City of, Building Services Center. 2006. Solar
Access Guide.

Clackamas (Oregon), County of. 2005. Zoning and Development
Ordinance. Section 1017. Solar Access Ordinance for New
Development. Section 1018. Solar Balance Point/Infill Ordinance.
Section 1019. Solar Access Permit Ordinance.

Eugene (Oregon), City of. 2007. Land Use Code. Sections 9.2780-
.2795. Solar Standards.

Prairie du Sac (Wisconsin), Village of. 2003. Land Use Regulations.
Chapter 8. Solar Access.

San Luis Obispo (California), City of. 2007. Municipal Code. Section
16.18.170. Easements for Solar Access.

Santa Barbara (California), City of. N.d. Solar Access Packet.



Solar Energy Systems

Black, Karen. 2006. City Planner. “First Reading of an Ordinance
Amending Chapter 17 Regarding Solar Panels, and Resolution to waive
Building Permit Fees for Certain Solar Energy Systems.” Council
Agenda Report, September 5.

Dixon (California), City of. 2007. Zoning Ordinance. Section 12.19.21.
Single Family Residential and Secondary Living Units Design
Standards. Section 12.27. Energy and Water Conservation
Regulations.

Fillmore (Minnesota), County of. 2007. Zoning Ordinance. Section 709.
Solar Energy Systems and Solar and Earth Sheltered Structures.
Section 710. Wind Energy Conversion Systems.

Houston (Texas), County of. 2006. Zoning Ordinance. Section
0110.2808. Solar Energy Systems and Solar Structures.

Ithaca (New York), Town of. 2006. A Local Law Regarding Solar
Collectors and Installations. October 26.

Ithaca (New York), Town of. 2007. Freestanding Photovoltaic
Systems: Building Permit Application Checklist.

Mansfield (New Jersey), Township of. 2007. An Ordinance to Define
Solar Energy Systems. Ordinance 2007-10.

Roseville (California), City of. 2006. Zoning Code. Article Il. Use Type
Classifications. Article IV, Chapter 19.55. Power Generating Facilities.

Santa Barbara (California), City of, Building and Safety Division. N.d.
Solar Energy System Submittal Requirements.

Seattle (Washington), City of. 2007. Municipal Code. Section
23.44.046. Solar Collectors. Section 23.42.130. Nonconforming Solar
Collectors. Section 23.45.146. Solar Collectors.

Renewable Energy Incentives

Chelan (Washington), County of. 2007. Zoning Regulations. Section
12.28.040. Cluster Subdivisions — Application of Zoning Regulations.



Gorham (Maine), Town of. 2004. Land Use Ordinances. Chapter 1A.
Planned Unit Development. Section IV. Density Bonus Provisions and
Standards.

Morgan Hill (California), City of. 2007. Zoning Code. Section
18.18.110. RPD Residential Planned Development Overlay District —
Density Bonus Conditions.

Pullman (Washington), City of. 2007. Zoning Code. Section
17.107.040. Planned Residential Development — Development
Standards.

Renewable Energy Online Resources

American Bar Association, Section of Environment, Energy, and
Resources. “Renewable Energy Resources Committee: Links.”
http://www.abanet.org/environ/committees/renewableenergy/links.ht
mi .

American Wind Energy Association. www.awea.org

Database of State Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency.
http://www.dsireusa.org/

Interstate Renewable Energy Coalition. http://www.irecusa.org/ .

New York State Energy Research and Development Authority. “Power
Naturally.” http://www.powernaturally.org .

Renewable Energy Policy Project. http://www.repp.org .
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