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Cover Credit: Local residents, stakeholders, and APA 

leadership members arriving at the Metropolitan Washington 

Council of Governments meeting space in the NoMa 

neighborhood to participate in the day's workshop. Photo by J. 

Otavio Thompson 

http://www.planning.org/communityassistance/
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AICP 

Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct
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NOMA PUBLIC PARKS ACT 
 
Overview 

The NoMa Public Parks Act (“NPP Act”) provides a funding mechanism for public parks within the 

NoMa Business Improvement District. Funds would be generated by specific tax increments in the 

maximum amount of $51.5 million over a maximum 10-year period. Projects in NoMa have the potential 

to generate $8.7 billion in taxes to the General Fund over a 30-year period. Therefore, the requested 

investment in public parks in NoMa is just 0.6% of the projected return. 

 

Rationale for NPP Act 

While NoMa has experienced the beginnings of quality mixed-use development, key infrastructure and 

public improvements are needed to sustain and accelerate the momentum. The NoMa Vision Plan (2006) 

and the Center City Action Agenda (2008) underscored NoMa’s need for public investment, including 

aging infrastructure and streets and the lack of parks and open space. In 2010, the Office of Planning 

completed two additional studies that stressed the unique challenge NoMa faces – today there are no 

public parks in NoMa or within walking distance. The Center for Urban Park Excellence at the Trust for 

Public Land has authored a white paper outlining the types of park and recreational spaces that NoMa will 

need to support the 50,000 new residents and employees expected to populate the neighborhood over the 

coming years.  

 

As the neighborhood matures, the NPP Act will ensure that NoMa becomes a truly livable community 

with essential community assets. Growing the residential population in the District of Columbia is a top 

priority for city officials. NoMa is one of the few communities that can accommodate high-density, 

transit-oriented residential development, with 10,000 new units planned. However, expanding the city’s 

residential tax base requires much more than simply developing more housing units. Parks are a critical 

component of healthy, dynamic and livable communities and will strengthen NoMa’s appeal to new 

residents.  

 

The NPP Act funds up to $51.5 million for land acquisition, park design, construction and maintenance of 

several park and open space amenities in and adjacent to the NoMa BID, as well as public infrastructure 

investments. Two tiers of park investments are proposed: 

 A Central Square on First Street NE that would serve as an active, gathering space for community 

events like farmer’s markets, concerts, movies, etc. 

 Smaller parks dispersed throughout the area that promote passive and active enjoyment, including 

playgrounds, dog parks, pocket parks and recreational fields. 

 

 

NOMA PUBLIC PARKS ACT 
 
Funding Mechanism 

Rather than burden the District’s General Fund with the cost of the projects of the NPP Act, they can be 

funded by the tax increment generated by the very projects that they help create. 

 NPP Act creates a non-lapsing public fund, the NoMa Reinvestment Fund (“NRF ”). 

 NPP Act will be funded by a portion of the real property, sales, and transfer/recordation tax 

revenue increment within the NoMa BID Area. 
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 A maximum of $51.5 million will be deposited in the NPP Fund, over 10 years. 

 NRF will be used only for projects that are clearly identified and approved through a transparent 

process by an Advisory Board consisting of 

o 3 appointments made by the NoMa BID 

o 1 appointment made by the Mayor 

o 1 appointment made by the Ward 5 Councilmember 

o 1 appointment made by the Ward 6 Councilmember 

o 1 appointment made by the Chief Financial Officer 

 

No Negative Fiscal Impact 

The NPP Act is structured so as to minimize any adverse fiscal impact to the District: 

 Incremental Taxes: The NRF is funded out of the new tax increment (with FY 2010 as the base 

year) that is generated within the NoMa area, and not by the District’s existing tax base. Tax 

increment will exclude the portion of taxes subject to pre-existing pledges, such as Special Tax 

securing general obligation bonds, sales taxes pledged to secure Washington Convention and 

Sports Authority bonds, and transfer/recordation taxes pledged to Housing Production Trust 

Fund. Tax increment will also exclude any increment that is allocated to future project-specific 

TIFs in NoMa area approved by City Council.  

 

Protecting Projected Increases: In determining the increment, the FY2010 base year is increased during 

each of FY2011 - FY2014 by the OCFO’s projected citywide tax increase up to a maximum of 2 % 

annually. 

 

 

No Debt Cap Impact 

The NRF is not dependent upon bonds to accumulate funds and does not authorize bonding at this time. 

Rather, the tax increment generated in NoMa above and beyond any other previously established set-

asides would establish the pool of funds for specific public investment projects authorized by the NPP 

Act. In this way, the NRF is designed to enable and fund critical public investments without obligating 

bonds or triggering debt cap issues. 
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