
 

 

 
APA FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Conference call 
December 5, 2016 

 
 
1.0 Call to order 

The meeting was called to order at 11am CT by Mary Kay Peck. 
 

 Roll Call 
Those in attendance included: 
 
Mary Kay Peck, FAICP  Chair 
Richard Anderson, FAICP  Vice Chair 
Jim Drinan   Secretary 
Michael McAnelly, FAICP  Treasurer 
Shed Coleman   Director 
Akshali Gandhi   Director 
Carol Rhea, FAICP  Director 
Linda Tatum, AICP  Director 

 
Staff members in attendance included Ann Simms, Liz Lang, Renee’ Kronon-Schertz, Deene Alongi, 
Kimberley Jacques, Felicia Braunstein, Monica Groh. 

 
 Welcome remarks 

Ms. Peck welcomed everyone to the meeting. During the October conference call, the Board 
deferred two items, which are the first two items on the agenda today.  
 

2.0 Subcommittees  
Mr. Drinan discussed the subcommittee document that was submitted to the Board prior to this 
meeting. 
 
Two Foundation subcommittees were approved by the APA Board of Directors in early 2016: 
Fundraising and Grantmaking. It is suggested that Richard Anderson, FAICP, chair the 
Fundraising Subcommittee, and Shed Coleman chair the Grantmaking Subcommittee. Because 
the Foundation Board as a whole will be doing committee-type work during the initial stage of 
the relaunch, not all Foundation Board members are assigned to a subcommittee. By limiting 
the Board involvement on these subcommittees, other APA members will have the opportunity 
to get involved with the Foundation. When other subcommittees are formed in the future (like a 
Budget or Governance Subcommittee), Foundation Board members will have committee 
assignments.  
 
The list of possible committee members is only a suggestion from the APA Board of Directors 
and none of these proposed committee members have been contacted. Ms. Peck solicited the 
APA Foundation Board for suggestions. Regarding the Fundraising Subcommittee, Ms. Peck 
discussed the need for someone in the private sector; possibly someone who is a member of 



 
APA’s Private Sector Division. An ideal candidate may be someone who works for a national 
consulting firm that does development work. 
 
Ms. Tatum thought Jeanette Dinwiddie-Moore would be a good asset to the Fundraising 
Committee because of her experience as a prior APA Board member, and her involvement with 
the California Chapter. Ms. Tatum stated that it is never too early to begin the fundraising 
efforts and offered to be a member on this subcommittee.  
 
Mr. Coleman is a logical choice to chair the Grantmaking Subcommittee as he currently is an 
APA Board member and chairs the scholarship committee. The annual communications process 
for current APA grants begins in January with a deadline for grant submissions at the end of 
April. 
 
The specific responsibilities and expectations of each subcommittee are general for the time 
being. While the new Foundation manager will have experience in asking for and receiving funds 
for Foundations like the APA Foundation, many other individuals or groups will be involved in 
fundraising, including the APA Foundation Board, APA Board, other APA leaders, chapters, 
divisions, etc. 
 
MOTION: It was MOVED and SECONDED that the APA Foundation Board approve the 
responsibilities of the Foundation and Grantmaking Subcommittees as outlined in the exhibit 
distributed to the Board, and agree to use the suggested names in the exhibit as a starting point 
for the composition of the subcommittees. MOTION PASSED. 

 
Prior to the above motion, Mr. Drinan explained that the chairs are accepting their roles by this 
motion. Mr. Drinan and Ms. Peck will begin reaching out to potential subcommittee members 
and possibly have the subcommittees in place by January 2017. 
 
 

3.0 Marketing 

 Ms. Lang discussed the Foundation Relaunch Marketing Overview document that 
was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting. Included as an appendix to this 
memo was The Purpose and Means of The APA Foundation, a document that 
articulates how the Foundation relates to APA, positioning it as an enhanced 
engagement opportunity for especially passionate members and others who want 
to do more to support planning. This document explains many things including: The 
mission of the APA Foundation and how it is distinct yet in support of the mission 
and goals of APA 

 The Foundation’s focus on the broad impact of planning, not simply the profession 
of planning and the connection to the Foundation’s circle of donors 

 What the Foundation funds, and why. 
 

Lang shared that The Strategic and Development Planning Study, conducted by The Alford 
Group, reported that the APA Foundation has not been a top 10 choice by members for 
philanthropic priorities, something that we need to work to change as we relaunch the APA 
Foundation and share the opportunity to engage with support the broad impact of planning. 



 
Disseminating the mission, priorities and core messaging of the Foundation to members and 
other constituents and organizations will be a major component in the marketing efforts 
surrounding the relaunch of the Foundation. Marketing activities will be the major topic of 
conversation at the February APA Foundation Board meeting. A January call with the Board will 
help with these efforts. 
 
Multiple peer associations were benchmarked in The Alford Group’s report to the APA Board, 
and that information can be valuable so the Board does not have to “re-invent the wheel.” Mr. 
Anderson suggested two organizations with a high-level of activity: Urban Land Foundation and 
the New York Building Foundation. He suggested tying contributions to an activity instead of 
asking for a general contribution. Members may be more apt to give if their contributions can be 
matched by another person or organization. Mr. Drinan, Mr. Anderson and Ms. Lang will delve 
into these ideas on a future call. 
 
The marketing department will begin formulating what the launch will look like at NPC, including 
“What does the ask look like?” The ask will be more specific than broad. Marketing will a Case 
for Philanthropic Support and a proposal of timing for activities leading up to and surrounding 
the Foundation relaunch at NPC17 that will be shared with the Board at the February Board 
meeting. 
 
Ms. Peck suggested that the Board commit to memory the information in Appendix A – The 
Purpose and Means of The APA Foundation. 
 

4.0 Finances 
Ms. Simms informed the APA Foundation Board that we will be receiving a donation of almost 
$11,000 from the trust of Irving Hand, FAICP. This donation will be announced at NPC17 as part 
of the overall Foundation relaunch messaging. Outgoing Director of Education, Carolyn Torma, 
made a $300 donation to the Foundation which Mr. Drinan will match. Ms. Peck will match both 
of those donations with a $600 donation. Ms. Peck asked other Board members to consider an 
end-of-year donation. 
 
When APA members renew their membership at the April cycle, they will have the option to 
donate to the Foundation at that time. It was also noted that the technology for online 
donations is not active yet. 
 
Ms. Simms reviewed the financial documents that were sent to the Foundation Board prior to 
the meeting. The September 30, 2016 closing amount for the Foundation is $1,121,796.  

 
5.0 Next Steps 

The Foundation Board agreed that all in-person meetings of the Board (except for NPC) will be 
held in Chicago. There will be a significant savings as staff will not need to travel. 
 
Staff will send out a Doodle poll for a January conference call. This call will discuss what staff has 
developed, and will also involve prep work for the February Board meeting. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Staff will send out a Call to Meeting invitation for the February in-person meeting in Chicago. 

 
5.0 Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 11:06am. 


