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Smart city Community is a site that brings together members of the 
Chelsea neighborhood, residents from all income levels, and tourists. 
Smart city Access is a site that provides equal access to all residents 
no matter their identity, orientation, or ability. Smart city Technology 
is a site that integrates modern tech to help residents live more efficient 
lives. Smart city Synergy provides two stories of public realm for true 
integration between private and public design.
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LEED ANALYSIS: In order to maintain our focus on community, 
access, technology, and synergy, the team determined that doing 
a LEED analysis on the site would be beneficial.  With the state of 
the environment becoming an ever growing concern, especially 
for urban communities. By achieving LEED Certification, the 
team can effectively address their key concerns, thus develop the 
site into a smart site that will stand out among the skyline of the 
Chelsea Neighborhood’s concrete jungle. 

LEED for New Construction (v4)

SMART CITY SITE + NYC: Following the lead of the Mayor’s Office 
of Technology and Innovation within the City of New York, 76 11th Avenue 
will be at the center of data collection and sharing aimed at improving 
the space for nearby users and residents as well as connecting it to the 
larger city framework. The site, which is located on the western edge of the 
Manhattan borough in the West Chelsea neighborhood, gives it a prominent 
location near the High Line, major thoroughfares that move people - not 
just cars - and along the Hudson River water edge. 

While there will be two buildings on the site, one standing 26 stories and 
the other 18, the site will feature many Smart City elements. Each element 
aims to connect the site to people moving about the area and to the city 
network from an infrastructure standpoint. The points of connection will 
blend in with the neighborhood, from the green spaces high and low to 
the art that Chelsea is known for. Sensors along the water lines; LinkNYC 
connection points and other Wi-Fi routers on human-scale light posts; 
green spaces that help manage stormwater - each element of this Smart 
City plan plays to the larger picture and moves beyond just the site.
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Site Plan

To help structure this Smart City plan, the students at Kansas State University 
followed the framework provided by Matt Bucchin, AICP, Rob Kerns, AICP, 
and Ellen Forthofer in the Informational Webinar for the inaugural Smart 
City Design Competition. The plan and document address the site through 
four perspectives: Hidden Smart City, Exterior Smart City, Interior Smart 
City, and Smart New York City. Within these perspectives, the themes 
showcased in the webinar are identified: smart infrastructure, smart energy, 
smart mobility, smart building, smart governance, sustainability, equity, 
and placemaking. Some of the themes were customized by the Kansas State 
students to ensure the site addresses elements of the One New York: The 
Plan for a Strong and Just City comprehensive plan and other components 
that were deemed necessary.

Considering the themes and framework in which this Smart City plan is 
created, the goal of the proposed site and elements is simple: connect the 
lives of all in New York City, one Smart City element at a time.

The site, located at 76 11th Avenue, will be a public gallery displaying 
why cities and its residents should embrace Smart City technology. From 
access to multi-modal transportation to LinkNYC connectivity stationed 
around the site, all those that take part in the site will benefit from the 
technology. This plan identifies Smart City elements that can be applied 
from a framework of Hidden Smart City, Exterior Smart City, Interior Smart 
City, and Smart New York City. The site also falls in line with the One NYC 
comprehensive plan, addressing themes of growth, equity, sustainability 
and resiliency. Ultimately, the site will connect the lives of all in New York 
City, one Smart City element at a time.
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“the line” is a new application made to provide High Line users 
with an organized, easy-to-use information center that can 
be accessed through their fingertips. The app allows users to 
discover where nearby busses, businesses, and bike and car 
share programs are located. The application gives information 
on when busses will arrive at stops near the High Line. It also 
provides information on access points where people can enter 
and exit the High Line. Additionally, the application will allow 
you to map how far away you are from a given hot spot, whether 
it is a bus stop or a bike rental, the line informs you how long 
it will take for you to walk to your next location or mode of 
transportation. 
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